
BE ALERT, STREETWISE AND SAFE 

You can do a great deal to reduce your risk of becoming a victim of crime. The most effective 
weapons against crime are common sense, alertness, and involvement. Armed with these, you 
can protect yourself by reducing the opportunity for muggers, purse-snatchers, and other street 
criminals to strike. 

Elementary Street Sense 

• Wherever you are, be alert to what's going on around you. Don't get distracted or daydream.
Look to see who is ahead of, and behind you.

• Communicate visually that you are a calm, confident individual. Stand tall with your head
erect, and walk purposefully. Make quick eye contact with the people around you so that you
give the impression of awareness.

• Always trust your instincts. If you feel uncomfortable in a place or situation, leave as soon as
possible.

• Don't drop your guard because you feel that you are in a familiar area. Crime knows no
boundaries.

Walking Smart 

• Plan the safest route to your destination and USE IT! On the sidewalk, use the part farthest
away from shrubs, doorways, and alleys, where people can hide.

• Walk with a companion whenever possible. There is safety in numbers.
• Learn the neighborhood. A few minutes to notice what stores are open, the type of street

lighting, and the locations of telephones many be important if you need help later.
• If you are carrying a purse, hold it close to your body or wear it under your coat. Keep a firm

grip on the purse, and don't let it hang loosely by its straps. Wallets should be carried in an 
inside coat or front trouser pocket.

• Don't overburden yourself with books, backpacks, or packages. Avoid wearing shoes or
clothing that restricts your movements. Notice how many women executives wearing five­
hundred dollar suits walk the city streets iA designer :meakers Three-inch high heels would
make them easy prey for attack.

• Have your key in your hand when entering your residence or car. This allows quick access
and also provides a weapon if you're attacked. Remember to look into the back seat before
getting in your car to make sure nobody is hiding there.

• Avoid carry large amounts of money. Don't wear expensive jewelry or clothing when going
on home visits. Thieves give in easily to temptation.

• Consider buying and carrying a shriek alarm.
• Leave all headphones at home. You need to use all your senses. Headphones eliminate

sounds that would alert you to danger.
• Don't give money to people who ask for it on the street. Your "loose change" is not really

going to help their situation. Instead, volunteer some time to a local program designed to
help the homeless.

Elevator Sense 

• Familiarize yourself with the emergency buttons of the elevators you ride frequently. Always
stand near the controls.

• Look inside the elevator before you get on board to make nobody is hiding inside.




