TN T VCOR  STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

COLLEGE

OF NEW JERSEY 0(201)684‘7271

e: sga@ramapo.edu

ramapo.edu/sga

09/17/2025 SGA General Meeting Agenda

Meeting called to order [ Wednesday, 09/17 /2025] 1:05 pm

I. Roll Call

a.

ramapo.edu =

President - Liz Mendicino

Vice President - James Pascal (late)

Secretary - Melissa Alvarez-Vazquez

Treasurer - Cesar Vivas (excused)

Chief of Staff - Benjamin Hartmann

Secretary of Academic Affairs - Katelynn Haury (excused)
Secretary of Commuter Affairs - Matthew Zegla

Secretary of Delegate Affairs - Sophia Kopreski (late)
Secretary of Diversity & Inclusion - Chantalle Reyes (excused)
Secretary of Fraternity and Sorority Life - Samantha Schley
Secretary of Governmental Affairs - Amanda Shortt (excused)
Secretary of Programming - Afrona Tozluku

Secretary of Public Relations - Kaitlyn Kroeber

Secretary of Residential Affairs - Lismary Pascal

Secretary of Sustainability - Kristen Senesi

Secretary of Service - Emily Beck

Chief Justice - Aidan D’Oria

Administrative Justice - John Brighouse
Senate President - Mihir Jariwala

Senate Vice President - David George
Senate Secretary - Julia Kotowski (excused)
ASB School Senator - Ismael Carcamo (late)
CA School Senator - Peter Tunnicliffe

505 Ramapo Valley Road

Mahwah, NJ 07430




I1.

I11.

IV.

ramapo.edu = LK

RAMAPO
COLLEGE ET(I!EE)NGTSE!ILEIENMENTl\SS[][IIl\TIl]N

OF NEW JERSEY
e: sga@ramapo.edu ramapo.edu/sga

y.  HGS School Senator - Lane Evers
z.  SSHS School Senator - El Sharo
aa. TAS School Senator - Gianna Marchica
bb. Senator-at-Large - Uma Advani
cc. Senator-at-Large - Nathaniel Bergren (excused)
dd. Senator-at-Large - Joseph Brubaker
ee. Senator-at-Large - Michael Chabot
ff. Senator-at-Large - Ava Cicero-Johnson
gg. Senator-at-Large - Alessia Mendicino
hh. Senator-at-Large - Julia Rowan
ii. Senator-at-Large - Evelyn Santangelo
i. Present: 28
ii. Late: 2
iii. Excused: 7
1.
2.
iv. Absent: 0

Mission Statement

The Ramapo College Student Government Association serves as the persistent voice of the student
body. While representing the student body and the ideals of Ramapo College of New Jersey, the
Student Government Association, through unity in diversity, embraces student leadership in all

forms.

Land Acknowledgement
The Student Government Association respectfully acknowledges that we are hosting our meeting on

the ancestral and traditional Indigenous territory of the Ramapough Lunaape Nation.

Approving Meeting Minutes
a. B Copy of 09/10/2025 General Meeting Agenda
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1. Moved: Ava

ii. Seconded: Peter

1. 13-0-0
V. President's Announcements
a. Happy Hispanic Heritage Month!
b. Please be on the lookout for further Oktoberfest information from Afrona and fill out your sizes ASAP!!
c. We are getting a new fridge! It should be coming in some time next week.
d. SGA Bonding next Monday! Game Night, 9-11:30pm in Friends Hall, please come if you are able!
e. Please fill out the survey attached for the Provost’s Office! Your feedback is necessitated.

https://ramapo.azl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8CHhh339AXhLtGOq

VI. Cabinet Reports

a. Vice President James Pascal
i. If you or someone you know is interested in starting a club, please email sgaclubs@ramapo.edu
ii. Club Process today at 4:15pm!
b. Secretary - Melissa Alvarez-Vazquez
i. Please continue logging office hours, there are two QR codes in the office, one on the table and
one on the bulletin board!!
ii. If we could please have everything for the agenda by Tuesday at 10pm.
c. Treasurer - Cesar Vivas
i. Nothing to report.
d. Chief of Staff - Benjamin Hartmann
i. Our next Cabinet meeting is next Monday (9/22). Cabinet reports will be due by September 29th
Cabinet Report Template. Have a great week!
e. Secretary of Academic Affairs - Katelynn Haury
i. Nothing to report.
f. Secretary of Commuter Affairs - Matthew Zegla
ETEEOCEN XK 505 Ramapo Valley Road

Mahwah, NJ 07430



https://ramapo.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8CHh339AXhLtGOq
mailto:sgaclubs@ramapo.edu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZhWTcrGtAgPmJof_WPGKH4-DUD5XbvnthH-fM8fp8lw/edit?tab=t.0

RAMAPO
COLLEGE ET(I!I(])E)NJSE!ILEIENMENTl\SS[][IIl\TIl]N

OF NEW JERSEY
e: sga@ramapo.edu ramapo.edu/sga

i. The next commuter affairs committee meeting will be on Monday, September 22nd, from 1-2 PM
in room A-101.
i. The commuter affairs sign is now on display next to the Berrie Center. If you or someone you
know is interested in advertising on the board, please let me know or use this link!
ii. Upcoming commuter affairs events:
1. First Commuter Breakfast: Thursday, September 25th, from 9:30-10:30 AM at the Berrie
Center lawn. There will be donuts, soft drinks, danishes. The event is first come first
serve, while supplies last.
2. First Commuter Focus Group: Monday, September 29th, from 1-2 PM in room B-225.
Food and refreshments will be provided.
3. Trunk or Treat: October 28th from 5-7 PM at the tennis court parking lot. Will have more
info in the coming weeks
g. Secretary of Delegate Affairs - Sophia Kopreski
i. Last Thursday, we held the first Delegate Affairs committee meeting, which went exceedingly
well. Our next will be Thursday, September 25th from 4-5pm in A226.
ii. Currently working on solidifying our delegate shadowers. I will be reaching out to committed
members within the next week to begin the formal process.
iii. We have at least 8 wanting to participate! So I will be finalizing everything soon.
h. Secretary of Diversity & Inclusion - Chantalle Reyes
i. Nothing to report.
a. Secretary of Fraternity and Sorority Life - Samantha Schley
i. Thank you to anyone who went to the Hazing Vigil on Monday
ii. Here is a link to Ramapo Greeks Instagram and RCNJ Panhellenic Council Instagram so you can
stay on top of information and get a better look at what it’s all about!!
1. Reminder, to go through recruitment you must attend a hazing workshop.
a. Tuesday, Sept. 18th 12:00-1:00pm in SC-217
b. Wednesday, Sept. 24th: 1:00-2:00pm in SC-217
iii. Events coming up:
1. Sigma Delta Tau and Alpha Sig “Pie a Sig”: Sept.17th at 12:00-2:00pm under C Wing
2. Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Affirmation Frames: Sept.17th at 6:30-7:30pm in A220
3. Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Inc. Game Night: Sept. 19th at 7:22pm in Alumni lounges
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iv. Committee meetings will start Tuesday, Sept. 23rd 10:00 - 11:00 am in the SGA office! If you are
still interested in joining you have time to do so! Remember you must be part of a Greek
organization in order to participate. Hope to see you there!!! (==

i.  Secretary of Governmental Affairs - Amanda Shortt
i.  Our next meeting will be this upcoming Tuesday from 1-2pm in A105!
j-  Secretary of Programming - Afrona Tozluku
i. We will be having an Academic Fair event on Thursday, September 25th in the Library Learning
Commons (cafe area) from 1-2 pm. Here, students can directly meet with a student leader in their
field to ask any questions they may have. We are looking for two student leaders from each
school. If you are interested or know someone who would be please fill out this form

https://forms.gle/h6kdWK46P821P5ATS

ii. Clash of the Clubs first event is going to be Brain Games in Friends Hall Monday, September
29th from 1-2 pm. If you are a part of a club or know people who are, please let them know. We
will have more information going out to the clubs about it. The event is on the Sign Up Sheets

25/26 Upcoming Event Sign Ups
iii. We will be having a De-stress Bag making event Oct. 2nd floor SC above the atrium. Students
can create their own bags filled with goodies to help them de-stress. The event is on the Sign Up
Sheets & 25/26 Upcoming Event Sign Ups
iv. Oktoberfest
1. Ifyou have not filled out your information in the SGA roster, please fill it out TODAY
2025-2026 SGA Roster
2. Quick rundown of the events during Oktoberfest
a. Thursday Oct. 2nd
i. Pop Up Trivia Game Show 7-11 pm in Atrium
b. Friday Oct. 3rd
i. Founder’s Day Cake Cutting and Celebration 1:45-3 pm in the Grove
ii. Festival of Frights 8-11 pm in Laurel Courts
c. Saturday Oct. 4th
1. Oktoberfest Carnival 1-5 pm in Bandshell Lawn
ii. Dracula’s Disco by Alpha Psi Omega 8-11 pm in Friends Hall
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3. The Sign Up shift for Oktoberfest is open for all to sign up. Do not put your name in a
blacked-out box & 25/26 SGA Oktoberfest Shift Sign Ups
a. You can also sign up to be a scare actor for the Alpha Psi Omega's mounted
house, but it will not count as a shift for the Oktoberfest requirement. Here is the

link if you would like to be a scare actor

https://groupme.com/join_group/110168669/1JbIrOCN

k. Secretary of Public Relations - Kaitlyn Kroeber
i.  The next Programming & PR committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 23 from
12:00 - 1:00 PM in A220!
ii. If you would like to be featured in an Instagram Reel, please come see me after general :)
1. Secretary of Residential Affairs - Lismary Pascal

i. Going to meet with Anne and Steph on Thursday to discuss further!

ii. have been reaching out and asking around to Ramapo residents and asking them their opinions
about res-life and their experiences living here on campus. as it is not a one person job but a job
as a whole

iii. I took notes from our last meeting, I want to come up with a plan to make it more known just how
many resources are around for those students stuck in harsh living situations and are afraid to
leave. ( making resources more visible).

iv. Outside looking in, it may seem confusing as to why students are afraid to reach out and ask for
help, but when in that position, everything seems intangible and impossible. I want to create some
sort of system for those who are afraid to speak out or speak up out of fear. As much as there are
great amount of resources available, many are afraid to use them or are aware of them and still
stay silent.

v. A few reasons for not reaching out could be, Uncertainty on how to start/ Emotional Overload
which connects into mental health, cultural or family background ( vulnerability can be shameful
and dismissed), negative past experiences, fear of consequences incase their using..etc, peer
influence ( downplay problems/discouraging). Student handbook ( policies/ procedures) , working
on involvement as well. work order delays

vi. [ have talked to a lot of freshmans about these topics they feel scared to ask for help to go look for
help, even to go events as well they feel like not enough people go to events and that even at these
events some of the people are more likely to only sit or be around their friends and a bit clicky
when it comes to some of groups.

A. Secretary of Sustainability - Kristen Senesi
vii. Committee meeting today at 5:30 in LC 229

m. Secretary of Service - Emily Beck
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i.  You can track your service hours for this semester here:
SGA 2025-2026 Community Service Hours
1. Let me know if you have any trouble accessing it!

ii. Please let me know if you have any suggestions/preferences for the semesterly SGA service trip. |
want to make sure it is interesting for everyone and encourages team building! I will be meeting
with Allene Shapiro soon to hopefully create a few options.

iii. Upcoming Trips:

1. September 24th, 2025 On-Campus Service Opportunity: Campus Cleanup with
Environmental Health and Safety | 1pm -2 pm

2. September 25th, 2025 Service Opportunity: Technology Tutoring at the Mahwah Senior
Center | 11:45am- 2:15pm

3. October 2nd, 2025 Service Opportunity: Environmental Stewardship with Flat Rock
Brook Nature Center | 2:15pm - 5:30 pm

n. Chief Justice - Aidan D’Oria

i. Nothing to Report.
0. Senate President - Mihir Jariwala
i. Approved our first cosponsorship of the semester with the Ramapo College Dance Team!
ii. Had an open discussion on ideas/initiatives/bills that members of the Senate were interested in!
iii. Our Cosponsorship form is LIVE on Archway!
iv. Everything that we discussed can be found in the minutes!
p. Student Trustee - Sarah Glisson
i. Nothing to report
1. Matt: Ben, how do we submit our cabinet reports?
2. Ben: I will get back to you soon, I will keep all of cabinet updated in the groupme.
3. Rick: I just want to applauded you all you guys for all you guys are doing, but especially
Lismary with ResLife and bring up the concerns with mental health issues and on how we
can help the residents. And Sam with Greek Life and doing so much with really wanting
to have more of a connection with Greek Life and the student body. As well as Afrona
with programming, events and especially with October Fest, so please if you see an email
from Afrona please answer her as soon as possible. Over all you all have done so much in
just the little time we have been back.
4. El: I used to have the lesion with health and counseling I had two things I wanted to but
was unable to complete, is one was having health and counseling services make magnets

with some of the resources of health and counseling has to offer, and with these magnets
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we can have them on all the fridges in the residential dorms instated of the QR codes in
common areas because one student do not like scanning QR codes in highly trafficked
areas. The second thing was making flyers for some services as well but hanging them in
the bathrooms, but I know it was an issue with posting them in bathrooms but I would
like to work with both Uma and Health and Counseling to see what we can do about these

things.

VII. New Business

a. Reports from SGA Members on College-Wide Committees
i. Nothing to report
b. This Week on Campus
1. Liz - Temperature Check
2. Extending our support to all students impacted by recent tragic world events, especially
those which have taken place on college campuses.
3. Tknow for a lot of us it feels like a heavy time and to of course provide information and
resources on campus. We are also here for you and know that we are

a. Center for Health and Counseling Services (D216)

b. Rick: I wanted to ask Liz if this was an open decision for people to comment.

c. Liz: Yes, of course if people do not want to talk about anything it is okay it was
just something maybe if anyone wanted to bring anything up they can.

d. Melissa: I just wanted to say I really enjoy seeing everyone in the office and
being so welcoming saying hi and bye to everyone to come in and out it really
could make people’s days. Keep up the good work everyone and know that we
are all here for each other.

e. El: I wanted to say to David that I know you probably had no idea that Monday I
was just not have the best day, to be frank I had such a bad day on Monday and
you saying that I’m glad you made it to me at Senate really made me feel better
about being there and really lifted my mood I just wanted to say thank you
David.
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4. David - Priority Registration for SGA Members Update

a. As ofyesterday we are being considered for possibly getting priority.

b. Liz: Point of clarification for the meeting today while at my meeting with
provost, this was the first topic I had brought up to them. As of right now they are
going to look it over who will get priority registration for the Spring. But I feel as
if we have a good chance of priority registration.

VIII. Public Comment

a. Jack: Can everyone hear me? First off I want to give kudos to all of you for bringing up these topics and
being there for each other as a whole and for the student body.

b. SAIL and JUMP 2-4pm Wednesday are the meeting times and I know that interferes with General time
but we can of course make talk with Liz and see about the times

c. The applications for SAIL are DUE MONDAY 22nd at NOON.

d. SUN- Ivison board on Monday at 1pm, event information in on the archway.

e. Project Lead is for everyone to sign up for both.

f. Student lead spot light program sign up on archway.

i. Rick: We have a long history of SAIL and JUMP members who are SGA members as well, I just
wanted to say that there are more sophomores that have applied for SAIL then there are juniors,

so hopefully if you know anyone or want to you should apply.

IX. Open Forum

a. Matthew: Want to earn community service hours? Want to show families why Ramapo is an awesome
school? Want free lunch? Consider volunteering at one of Ramapo’s upcoming admissions events! The
Admissions office is looking for students who can volunteer at our Open Houses this semester (October
5th & 26th from 8-2 pm). Let me know if you are interested!

b. Lane: | have my first liaison meeting with Dean Hangen this Thursday. Are there any questions,
comments or kudos?
i. Especially kudos, I’'m trying to do something fun with the HGS Council so I and the council
would greatly appreciate it.
1. ElL I want to give kudos to Maire who teaches Spanish 1 class, she is a great professor.
ii.  Our first HGS Council Meeting is September 24, at 2:45 in room B224!
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iii.  If you’re looking for an on campus job or internship,HGS has some pretty cool opportunities!
1. Includes: AHTP Student Position, AHTP Student Assistant, Jane Adams Paper Project,
Visualizing American County, Parish, and Borough Seals (apply on handshake)
c. El First Meeting with the Dean of SSHS is tomorrow!
i. The agenda includes:
1. Introductions
2. Expanded social media for SSHS (i.e. like ASB!)
a. our social media is empty...
b. Liz: All of law and society professors
c. Ben: Jeffrey Ellsworth and Paul Reck
d. Melissa: Professor Cort
3. School Supplies Pantry
a. Mihir: wanted to give an update on the school supplies pantry. The CCEC has a
pantry for school supplies but needs more supplies.
4. Following up on past initiatives
d. Peter — QotW: “It can t rain all the time” - Brandon Lee
i. Liaison report: [ had my first meeting with Dean Goldstein this semester on Friday but I still need
to organize it before it is presentable. I will also be working on scheduling another meeting with
him hopefully before September 29th as well.

ii. Bill: Julia Rowan and I are working on a bill that reworks the way students are able to reserve
times and courts in the Aux Gym. I mentioned this in the senate meeting on monday but [ would
like to open this up to all of SGA as I would like as much input on the bill as possible!

iii. Just a reminder that you are all doing a wonderful job! I will be also working with the head of
athletics and IT, Mihir and David on this bill as well.

iv. Any questions, comments, kudos, or concerns?

e. Uma - Anything for Center for Health and Counseling Services
i. September is National Suicide Prevention Month. The Center for Health and Counseling Services
is collaborating with CPB and the Roadrunner Collegiate Recovery Program for their Glow for
Hope event this Thursday, September 18th, from 9 pm to 11 pm at the Arch there will be a
moment of silence to remember those who have committed suicide. After, there will be a mental
health glow party at Laurel Courts with games and free food!

ii. There will also be a 988 Suicide Prevention Hotline Tabling this Thursday in Overlook hall from

4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
iii. Multiple mental health resources on campus. Contact me if you want to know further about them!
1. Melissa: Everyone should show up to this event. I work with Megan Johnston and will be
there so please show up!
f. Joe - Any questions or concerns for facilities? Also if you have any problems please make sure to fill out
a work order, and be detailed!!!
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i. All the elevators that are down are waiting for parts, waiting on the company for these fixtures.
The best way to avoid elevator problems is to report them when there is concern. Also to not hold
doors or jump on the elevator.

ii. Also, Nicole said she would like if recycling could be improved on campus. The hope is that
students can be educated and told about proper recycling. Any assistance and push from the
student body would be appreciated.

g. Ava - Any comments, questions, or kudos for Public Safety? I am meeting with Jason on Monday!
i. I will bring up the main gate being open at all hours.
h. SGA Star of the Month! September Form (Please inform us of any issues with the form)

i. Liz: Please fill out the Start of the Month form and please write a reason on why you had
nominated the person so we can have more to say when we present the Star to the person.
X.  Adjournment 2:00pm

a. Moved: Gianna
b. Seconded: Ava
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