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09/10/2025 SGA General Meeting Agenda

Meeting called to order [ Wednesday, 09/10/2025]

I. Roll Call

a.

ramapo.edu =

President - Liz Mendicino

Vice President - James Pascal

Secretary - Melissa Alvarez-Vazquez

Treasurer - Cesar Vivas

Chief of Staff - Benjamin Hartmann

Secretary of Academic Affairs - Katelynn Haury (excused)
Secretary of Commuter Affairs - Matthew Zegla

Secretary of Delegate Affairs - Sophia Kopreski

Secretary of Diversity & Inclusion - Chantalle Reyes (excused)
Secretary of Fraternity and Sorority Life - Samantha Schley
Secretary of Governmental Affairs - Amanda Shortt (excused)
Secretary of Programming - Afrona Tozluku

Secretary of Public Relations - Kaitlyn Kroeber

Secretary of Residential Affairs - Lismary Pascal

Secretary of Sustainability - Kristen Senesi

Secretary of Service - Emily Beck

Chief Justice - Aidan D’Oria

Administrative Justice - John Brighouse

Senate President - Mihir Jariwala

Senate Vice President - David George

Senate Secretary - Julia Kotowski (excused)
ASB School Senator - Ismael Carcamo (excused)

CA School Senator - Peter Tunnicliffe
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y.  HGS School Senator - Lane Evers
z.  SSHS School Senator - El Sharo
aa. TAS School Senator - Gianna Marchica
bb. Senator-at-Large - Uma Advani
cc. Senator-at-Large - Nathaniel Bergren (excused)
dd. Senator-at-Large - Joseph Brubaker
ee. Senator-at-Large - Michael Chabot
ff. Senator-at-Large - Ava Cicero-Johnson (late)
gg. Senator-at-Large - Alessia Mendicino
hh. Senator-at-Large - Julia Rowan
ii. Senator-at-Large - Evelyn Santangelo
i. Present:
ii. Late:
iii. Excused:
1.
2.
iv. Absent:

Mission Statement

The Ramapo College Student Government Association serves as the persistent voice of the student
body. While representing the student body and the ideals of Ramapo College of New Jersey, the
Student Government Association, through unity in diversity, embraces student leadership in all

forms.

Land Acknowledgement
The Student Government Association respectfully acknowledges that we are hosting our meeting on

the ancestral and traditional Indigenous territory of the Ramapough Lunaape Nation.

Approving Meeting Minutes

a. E09/03/2025 General Meeting Minutes
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i. Moved:

1. Seconded:

1. 0-0-0

President's Announcements

Happy first week of Committee Meetings!
SEPTEMBER SGA BONDING!!!
1. When: September 22nd, 9pm-11:30pm
ii. Where: Friends Hall
iii. What: Game Night! Bring your Nintendo Switches, favorite board games, and friendly
competitive spirits!
Senate Applications are officially closed! Thank you so much Mihir and David for your
diligence and hard work!
i. We have TWELVE approved candidates for the six positions!!! Great job everyone, it

takes all of us to garner this much traction for the election.

. The Hispanic Latinx Heritage Month Kickoff is Monday 9/15 1:15pm at the Arch, please try to

attend if you are able!

Quick Reminder! Please remember to keep professional etiquette during SGA meetings,
especially when we have important guests. It is important that we’re identifying issues we’re
having on campus, but please address them with the utmost decorum and in a manner that uplifts

and supports the student body.

Cabinet Reports

Vice President James Pascal
i. Club Process -
1. Ifyou or someone you know is interested in starting a club, please email

acl rama
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Secretary - Melissa Alvarez-Vazquez
i. Please log office hours, there are two QR codes in the office, one on the table and one on the
bulletin board!!
ii. If we could please have everything for the agenda by Tuesday at 10pm.
iii. Also Please sign up for office hours.
Treasurer - Cesar Vivas
i. Hi everybody, I'm happy to be in attendance for my first SGA General Meeting. I have the official
budget ready so if you would like to inquire about the financials, feel free to ask. Other than that,
let’s have a great semester!
Chief of Staff - Benjamin Hartmann
i. QGreat first Cabinet meeting, I’1l be sending out a summary of what we discussed. Enjoy the rest of
the week!
Secretary of Academic Affairs - Katelynn Haury
i. Nothing to Report
Secretary of Commuter Affairs - Matthew Zegla
i. The next committee meeting will be on Monday, September 22nd, from 1-2 PM in room A-101.
ii. The commuter affairs sign is now on display next to the Berrie Center. If you or someone you
know is interested in advertising on the board, please let me know!
Secretary of Delegate Affairs - Sophia Kopreski
i. First Delegate Affairs meeting of the year will take place tomorrow from 4-5pm in A227.
Secretary of Diversity & Inclusion - Chantalle Reyes
i. First D&I Committee Meeting today at 4:30 PM in Room A101
1. Will be reviewing Diversity Peer Applications and brainstorming for HHM event ideas,
how SGA can support this month and community.
Secretary of Fraternity and Sorority Life - Samantha Schley
i. Thank you to everyone that came out to meet the Greeks on Monday night. It went really well and
I hope you had as great of a time as I did!
ii. Here is a link to Ramapo Greeks Instagram and RCNJ Panhellenic Council Instagram so you can
stay on top of information and get a better look at what it’s all about!!
1. Reminder, to go through recruitment you must attend a hazing workshop. The times are

posted on the Ramapo Greeks Instagram. Right now they tend to be on Wednesday 12-1.
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2. RCNIJ Panhellenic Instagram has a lot of good reminders of events going on through their
stories
i. Here is a link to the committee sign ups. Remember that you must be part of a Greek organization
to participate.
1. Will pick up soon just waiting on some information
ii. Events (in date order)
1. Zeta Phi Beta Inc. is making vision boards on Wednesday, September 10th at 7:20 in the
multicultural center
2. Theta Phi Alpha is making tote bags Thursday, September 11th from 6-8pm in the
trustee’s pavilion room 1
3. Tri Sigma is painting frames Thursday September 11th at 7pm in Laurel courts
4. Alpha Omicron Pi is having a picnic Monday, September 15th at 9:30pm in student
commons 156
5. Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Inc. is having a game night Friday, September 19th at
7:22pm in Alumni lounges
i.  Secretary of Governmental Affairs - Amanda Shortt
i.  We had our first meeting yesterday! Our next meeting will be 9/23 in A100 from 1-2pm
j-  Secretary of Programming - Afrona Tozluku
i. We will be having an Academic Fair event Thursday September 25th in the Library Learning
Commons (cafe area) from 1-2pm. Here students can directly meet with a student leader in their
field to ask any questions they may have. We are looking for two student leaders from each
schools, if you are interested or know someone who would be please fill out this form
https://forms.gle/h6kdWK46P8g1PSATS
ii. Clash of the Clubs

1. All clubs received an email asking to send over their involvement fair sign up sheets so if
you are in a club or know people who are please have the club send over their sheet to
earn points in the competition. You can send it to my email atozluku@ramapo.edu .

2. The first event is going to be Brain Games in Friends hall Monday September 29th from
1-2 pm. If you are a part of a club or know people who are, please let them know. We will
have more information going out to the clubs about it. The event is on the Sign Up Sheets

25/26 Upcoming Event Sign Ups
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iii. For Oktoberfest we need your sweatshirt size. Please fill out the roster
2025-2026 SGA Roster . Priority will be given to the people whose sizes that are on the roster
so please fill it out. Thank you.
k. Secretary of Public Relations - Kaitlyn Kroeber
i. If anyone is interested in being in videos for our Instagram, come see me after General!
. Secretary of Residential Affairs - Lismary Pascal

i. [am currently waiting for a response back from Anne and Steph to meet and discuss further
ii. I have been finding that a lot of students struggle with mental health and feeling unsafe in their
living situations and are afraid to reach out, one of my suitemates is an example of this
iii. some other issues involving work orders not being timely enough
iv. not feeling safe at the fraternities / not enough spirit regarding the halls , elevators are always
broken and lots of students take the stairs
v. I want monthly anonymous feedback surveys from students! and am hoping to discuss and find
other ways to solve these issues.
m. Secretary of Sustainability - Kristen Senesi

1. First Committee Meeting September 17th at 5:30 in Study Room LC-229
n. Secretary of Service - Emily Beck

i. 4 community service hours are required a semester. You can check your progress here:
SGA 2025-2026 Community Service Hours
ii. You must fill out a volunteer form either virtually (in official drive under 25/26 community
service) or physically to submit proof of service hours. If the virtual format is used, please email
it to me directly (ebeck2@ramapo.edu) Physical copies of this form should be left in the SGA
office mailboxes, and completed forms can be left in the mailbox below it.
iii. Upcoming CCEC Service opportunities (register on Archway or email ccec@ramapo.edu )
1. September 18th, 2025 Service Opportunity: Environmental Stewardship with Flat Rock
Brook Nature Center | 2:15pm - 5:30 pm
2. September 24th, 2025 On-Campus Service Opportunity: Campus Cleanup with
Environmental Health and Safety | 1pm -2 pm
3. September 25th, 2025 Service Opportunity: Technology Tutoring at the Mahwah Senior
Center | 11:45am- 2:15pm
4. October 2nd, 2025 Service Opportunity: Environmental Stewardship with Flat Rock
Brook Nature Center | 2:15pm - 5:30 pm
0. Chief Justice - Aidan D’Oria

i. Requirements due December 3rd.
p. Senate President - Mihir Jariwala

i. Amazing turnout for candidates for this fall election!
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ii. We approved the R.I.S.E. Grad School Prep Club!
iii. Our Cosponsorship form is LIVE on Archway!
iv. Everything we discussed can be found in the minutes

g. Student Trustee - Sarah Glisson

VII. New Business
a. Reports from SGA Members on College-Wide Committees
1.
b. This Week on Campus
i. Supporting our Nepalese Peers
1. Liz - Ramapo has appx. 25 Nepalese students, which accounts for a large portion of our
international students. Please provide support to any Nepalese students you know. I have
offered SGA’s support to the students via email to ISO.
2. James - Here is a sparknotes of the political context:

a. This Monday, during a protest in the capital city of Kathmandu political
protestors were fired upon by the police. The result of this attack against their
civil liberties resulted in a reported 19 deaths and another 300 individuals with
wounds

b. The protests sparked as the parliament attempted to push a bill banning social
media platforms like X, Instagram and Youtube

c. This Bill was an attempt to suppress the voice of political dissidents who were
discussing the deep levels of political corruption in Nepal

d. About a fifth of younger individuals are unemployed due to the lack of prospects

i. It has been coined a “ Gen Z revolution” by some

e. While the bill has now been reversed, the protesters demands have centered on
corruption and the deaths that have occurred during the protests

f. If you are interested in more detailed notes I took, look here

g. If you want more information look below:

i. Amnesty International

505 Ramapo Valley Road
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ii. Human Rights Watch
iii. Associated Press (AP)

3. Uma - I am Vice President of the International Student Organization on campus, and a
majority of our international students from Ramapo are from Nepal. ISO put out a
statement recently regarding everything that is happening in Nepal to support our
Nepalese peers. I have had conversations with a friend of mine who is on our e-board and
from Nepal named Ritee who is a sophomore and here's her stance on it.

a. She does not support the government banning all social media platforms except
TikTok because it is an abuse of power.

b. The impoverished people in Nepal are suffering, and the richer people take
advantage of taxpayers and use the government money for their own benefit
without considering how it will affect others.

¢. This movement got extremely out of hand; people are rioting, stealing, violently
protesting, and burning buildings. Also, numerous lives have been lost because of

this movement.

VIII. Public Comment

a.
IX. Open Forum
a. Ava - Any questions, comments, or concerns for Public Safety?
b. El - Anything I should bring up to the Dean of SSHS?
Uma - Anything for the Center for Health and Counseling Services?
d. Lane: Any comments, questions or kudos for HGS? Kudos will be used for a project on the Dean’s
Advisory Council so please share or email them to me!
i. The American History Textbook Project (AHTP) is hiring! Anyone who is interested in archives
or digital humanities is encouraged to apply, application is on Handshake
e. Joe - Meeting with Nicole Jones from facilities next week, any questions or concerns? Also, if you have

any facilities issues, please fill out a work order. In it please add the exact location and detail where the
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issue is. Also please add the time of the issue and the date. In the description for the report please be as
detailed as possible and express if it is a very urgent issue.

f.  Peter — QotW: “When you feel like giving up, just remember why you held on for so long.” — Hayley
Williams
i. I am meeting with Dean Ken Goldstein this Friday, are there any questions, comments, kudos, or
concerns anyone would like me to bring to him?
g. SGA Star of the Month! September Form (Please inform us of any issues with the form)

X. Adjournment
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