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Abstract & Story Synopsis

Writing and story crafting is one of the best ways to
understand our emotions through the physical process
of putting into words the non-legible confusion in our
brains. In four months, with my project adviser and
utilizing creative thinking strategies, | wrote a full-
length screenplay from scratch.

The plot and characters were drawn from my
experiences coping with the loss of both my
grandfathers, and how | distracted myself to avoid my
grief. This work is the culmination of my college career,
combining my creative writing and media critique
classes, and the influences of poignant occurrences
from my life.

My script follows Gabby after the death of her Pop-
Pop, who was her best friend and introduced her love
of fantasy. When her parents want to sell his house,
she wants to find Pop-Pop to save the house and her
memories there. She discovers by drinking her family’s
grappa she can enter Geliwald, her original fantasy
world, and she works with allies old and new to defeat
Black Farmer and save Pop-Pop. As she traverses
further, she acts more dangerously and is betrayed by
the mage Frieg, which turns this journey into a matter
of life and death.

FADE IN:
CHILD’'S DRAWING - DAY #1#

GABBY(V.O)
We are at the Silver Sea of
Death, fleeing from BLACK FARMER
and his evil forces.

The screen is white. Scraggly crayon lines appear on the
screen, creating the image of a girl in green and a man in
blue.

The drawn figures animate to life, drawing weapons from the
open space. The girl brings out a crooked bow and arrow quiver,
while the man takes out a sword and holds it between his two,
nonexistent hands.

More colored pencil lines appear on screen, filling out a
silver sea with a purple beach accompanying it. The two drawn
characters run towards the sea, with the sudden appearance of
some tall, THIN BLACK DRAWN GUARDS running after them with
spears. The voice of an older man, POP-POP (70-80s),
interjects.

POP-POP (V.O0.)
Didn’t we make the Silver Sea
beach aquamarine last time?

GABBY (V.0.)
Oh, yeah, I forgot.

Just like that, the characters pause as the beach gets lightly
erased away, replaced with an aquamarine sand.

GABBY (cont.) (V.0)
We get chased down to the
beach and cornered, with the
dumbass goons blocking our only
way out-

POP-POP (V.O.)
(lightly scolding)
Gabby-

GABBY (V.0.)
(quickly interjecting)
And of course we can’t try and
swim away, the water’s deadly,
“Silver Sea of Death” and all-

Animated lines of death, with skulls and cross bones, rise from
the water to exacerbate this. The drawings of GABBY and POP-POP
turn to face their enemies, their weapons drawn. The guards
arch around them, their spears pointed at them.
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A young girl struggles with the loss of her grandfather
and creates a fantasy world through her grief.

Beat Breakdown
Opening Image: drawings of Gabby and Pop-Pop in
Geliwald
Set-up: Establishing discussions of loss, the Gelli family
as a unit
Catalyst: Mom tells Gabby Pop-Pop has passed
Break into Two: Gabby wants to find a way to keep Pop-
Pop’s house from being sold, using grappa (wine)
Fun & Games: adventures and battles in Geliwald and
the real world
Midpoint: Gabby finds Pop-Pop, but he is just out of reach
All is Lost: Black Farmer dissolves, Frieg is revealed as
the real antagonist
Break into Three: Gabby and allies need to fight their way
out of Geliwald and back into consciousness
Final Image: Gabby and the Gellis together at Pop-Pop’s
grave, understanding one another

Character Descriptions

Gabby- rambunctious 12-year-old girl, main focus and
iImaginator

Pop-Pop- Gabby’s grandfather and best friend

Frieg- a dark mage, manifestation of Gabby’s grief,
wants her to reunite with Pop-Pop by any means
Alexander- imagined prince ally, representation of
romantic attraction to explore feelings

Nuppy- puppy-monster hybrid, culmination of childhood
joy and imagination, childlike energy




