ADbstract

People and planet Earth have a very close relationship - whatever
affects the Earth, affects humanity too, and vice versa. Since the
Industrial revolution, people have been using more and more non-
renewable resources and every passing day their complete depletion is
Increasingly Inevitable. The most common example is oil — its depletion
date Is predicted to be in 40 years and there are already many battles for
this coveted black liquid. This, however, Is just the beginning. Soon,
many other resources will face a similar fate —Gold and Tin, for instance,
are next with their depletion by 2020. Countries will fight for these
metals, because each one's citizens will demand electronics with
components made of rare metals. In this war we are both the perpetrator

Why is depletion Inevitable?
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Resource Demand & Depletion

Figure 1. World oil extraction and consumption, 1965-2009.1

/Depletion of the Resources of the Earth: The Upcoming Battlefields

Resource Conflicts

Continuation War(1941-1944) — Soviet Union and
Finland fought over Ni-mines

. Irag s invasion in Kuwalit(1990) — Kuwait and lraq
fought over oll

. France and Germany have fought over Alsace-
Lorraine for centuries and the mines caused the
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Actions to be Taken:

. Recycle, Reduce and Reuse
. Reduce demand by increasing efficiency
e  Substitute non-renewable with renewable

. Discover new ways of using matter (fuel cells)
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