
Campus	Sustainability	Town	Hall	
Wednesday,	September	14,	2016	
Alumni	Lounges	(SC	156-157)	

2:00	–	4:30	PM	



Go	To	
Ramapo	Green:		
The	Campus	Sustainability	Hub	

hHp://ramapo.edu/ramapo-green	
vasishth@ramapo.edu		



Connec:ng	with	Sustainability		
at	RCNJ	

• First,	go	to	Ramapo	Green	
	hHp://ramapo.edu/ramapo-green		

• Take	the	Sustainability	Pledge	
• Then	sign	up	for	the	NewsleHer	
• And	join	the	Facebook	and	LinkedIn	pages	for	
Ramapo	Green	



hHp://www.ramapo.edu/ramapo-green		



Becoming	Ac:ve	with	Sustainability	
at	RCNJ	

Consider	joining	one	of	the	Sustainability	Clubs	on	
campus	(go	to	the	Org	Sync	page,	create	an	account	with	
your	Ramapo	email	id,	then	search	for	these	clubs):	

–  1-STEP	(Students	Together	for	Environmental	Progress)	
–  Bee-keeping	Club	(we	have	our	own	hive,	and	harvest	
excellent	honey	from	it)	

–  Plant	Strong	(for	the	vegan	or	vegetarian	in	you)	
–  Garden	Club	(there	are	two	student	gardens	and	one	
wildflower	meadow,	on	campus)	

–  Outdoors	Club	(in	the	past	we	have	gone	horseback	riding,	
ice	ska\ng,	apple	picking,	hiking	around	the	area,	camping,	
rock	climbing,	paint	balling,	and	miniature	golf)	



Giving	Away,	Selling,	and	Buying	Stuff	

If	you	want	to	sell	or	give	away	stuff	you	no	
longer	need,	or	if	you	are	looking	for	used	things	
for	yourself,	go	to	the	Campus	Wall,	and	sign	in	
with	your	ramapo.edu	id:	

	hHp://mycampuswall.com/		





The	President’s	Office	



The	President’s	Office	

•  The	Board	of	Trustees	and	the	President's	
Cabinet	have	both	transi\oned	to	paperless	
opera\ons.	This	transi\on	has	saved	money	
and	other	resources	by	no	longer	producing	
reams	of	documents.	

•  The	Dean's	Council	is	also	transi\oning	to	
paperless	opera\ons.	



The	President’s	Office	

•  The	Office	of	the	President	is	transi\oning	to	
largely	paperless	opera\ons	as	well	and	in	so	
doing	has	already	reaped	the	benefits	of	
finding	usable	workspace	(the	electronic	
conversion	of	the	contents	of	5	large	filing	
cabinets	has	yielded	two	new	workspaces	for	
student	aides).	



Facili:es	

Michael	Cunningham	



The	Facili:es	Department	

•  Installa\on	of	“Energy	Kiosks”	in	the	
tradi\onal	residence	halls.		This	will	show	
residents	the	current	and	historical	electrical	
usage	in	the	buildings	and	enable	us	to	have	
compe\\ons	between	buildings.		Will	be	
completed	early	2017.	

•  Facili\es	has	discon\nued	the	usage	of	any	
paint	that	contains	VOCs	in	the	residence	
halls.	



The	Facili:es	Department	

•  All	tradi\onal	water	fountains	are	in	the	
process	of	being	transi\oned	to	boHle	filling	
hydra\on	sta\ons.		All	tradi\onal	residence	
halls	currently	have	hydra\on	sta\ons.	

•  We	are	implemen\ng	a	computerized	chiller	
plant	op\miza\on	system	that	will	enable	the	
central	chiller	plant	to	make	real	\me	
opera\onal	changes	that	will	maximize	
efficiency.	



The	Facili:es	Department	

•  The	central	steam	plant	is	in	the	final	stages	of	
an	upgrade	that	has	lowered	NOx	and	Carbon	
emissions.		Two	of	the	three	original	boilers	
have	been	replaced	with	low	NOx	high	
efficiency	boilers	and	the	third	one	will	be	
done	in	early	2017.		We	will	then	implement	a	
computerized	op\miza\on	system	that	will	
enable	the	steam	plant	to	make	real	\me	
changes	to	op\mize	efficiency	and	lower	
emissions.	



The	Facili:es	Department	

•  Facili\es	has	completed	major	LED	ligh\ng	
retrofits	throughout	campus	with	more	to	
come	this	year.	

•  We	currently	par\cipate	in	an	electrical	
demand	side	management	program	that	is	a	
both	source	of	revenue	for	the	college	and	
helps	to	curb	or	peak	energy	demand.		This	
helps	the	local	energy	grid	avoid	the	use	of	
dirty	peaking	plants.	



The	Facili:es	Department	

•  We	also	use	an	ice	storage	system	in	the	
Anisfield	building	that	helps	us	flaHen	our	
energy	demand	helping	to	reduce	peak	
electrical	loads.	

•  We	are	working	to	increase	awareness	of	the	
“Ramapo	Green”	brand	and	sustainability	
through	marke\ng	materials	such	as	water	
boHles	and	magnets	



The	Facili:es	Department	

•  We	will	be	looking	into	making	a	new	5	year	
vehicle	plan	with	the	goal	of	reducing	
emissions	and	using	more	fuel	efficient	
vehicles	and	exploring	the	use	of	alterna\ve	
fuel	vehicles	wherever	possible.	

•  We	are	going	to	inject	some	new	life	and	
energy	into	our	recycling	program	with	the	
hopes	of	diver\ng	more	trash	from	landfills	



The	Facili:es	Department	

•  The	south	gate	deten\on	basin	will	be	
undergoing	a	transforma\on	over	the	next	
few	years	beginning	in	the	summer	of	2017.		
We	will	be	introducing	more	biodiversity	
including	na\ve	plants	into	this	area	with	the	
help	of	Ramapo	Faculty.	



The	Facili:es	Department	

•  Facili\es	will	focus	on	crea\ng	a	work	
environment	where	making	sustainable	
decisions	will	come	naturally	because	they	will	
be	regarded	as	simply	making	good	decisions.	



Purchasing	



Purchasing	

•  All	offices	on	campus	can	now	order	Recycled	
Paper,	which	is	actually	slightly	cheaper	than	
regular	paper.	

•  So	far,	in	the	past	fiscal	year,	30%	of	all	paper	
consumed	on	campus	was	recycled	paper	
(Sustainable	Forestry	Ini\a\ve	compliant,	with	
at	least	30%	post-consumer	waste	content)	



Residen:al	Life	

Linda	Diaz	



Residen:al	Life	

•  This	past	summer	the	water	hydra\on	sta\ons	
were	put	in	the	six	tradi\onal	Residence	Hall	
buildings	(	Pine,	Linden,	Laurel,	Overlook,	
Mackin	and	Bischoff	halls).		

•  Recycling	will	con\nue	in	the	Residence	Halls	
with	door	to	door	pickup.	



Residen:al	Life	

•  Compos\ng	has	been	expanded	to	the	en\re	
Village	and	all	Village	apartments	have	
received	compost	bins	and	there	will	be	door	
to	door	pick	up	in	the	Village	on	the	same	day	
as	Recycling	and	at	the	same	\me	which	is	
Tuesdays	at	5pm	star\ng	today.	

•  A	Pilot	Compos\ng	Program	is	being	ini\ated	
at	the	Redwood	CPA	



Residen:al	Life	

•  Dedicated	bulle\n	Board	star\ng	at	the	end	of	this	
month	next	to	the	main	office	of	Residence	Life	for	
Sustainability.		

•  This	past	Spring	1-Step	held	its	end	of	the	year	
Residence	halls		Move	Out	drive,	gathering	used	
furniture	and	clothing	that	was	then	recycled.	

•  Last	year,	each	first	year	and	transfer	student	
received	a	water	boHle		to	promote	using	the	
hydra\on	sta\ons	in	the	buildings.	



Student	Governance	



Student	Governance	

•  Talks	are	under	way	with	the	SGA	to	beHer	
integrate	sustainability	into	Student	
Government.	

•  All	clubs	with	an	interest	in	sustainability	are	
being	invited	to	aHend	a	monthly	mee\ng	
with	Ramapo	Green	Leadership.	



Sustainable	Living	Facili:es	(SLF)	

Emily	Demaio	



Sustainable	Living	Facili:es	(SLF)	

•  Compos\ng	
•  Community	Dinners	

•  Volunteering		
•  Ramapo	Gardens	



Athle:cs	



Athle:cs	

•  Discussions	are	underway	to	explore	the	
possibility	of	Ramapo	College	taking	out	a	
Membership	with	the	Green	Sports	Alliance,	
which	specializes	in	helping	Colleges	and	
Universi\es	move	their	Athle\cs	closer	to	
sustainability.	



Solid	Waste	

Gene	Ritchie	
Gina	Mayer	Costa	



Recycling	

•  Ramapo	College	par\cipates	in	a	Single-
stream	Recycling	Program,	in	which	all	
recyclables	are	collected	in	one	stream,	and	
sorted	out	at	a	remote	facility.	

•  All	bins	in	classrooms	and	offices	are	being	
relabeled	to	show	that	ALL	recyclables	can	be	
put	into	them	for	collec\on	

•  About	25%	of	all	solid	waste	on	campus	is	
currently	recycled	



Recycling	

•  The	College	has	programs	to	collect	and	
recycle:	
– BaHeries	
– Electronics	
– Fluorescent	Bulbs	and	Tubes	

•  The	College	is	currently	exploring	the	sekng	
up	of	a	program	to	collect	and	recycle	Plas\c	
Bags	as	well.	



Compos:ng	



Compos:ng	On	Campus	

•  The	Rocket	Composter	behind	the	Pavilion	
Dining	Hall	has	been	taking	in	one	five	gallon	
bucket	of	food	scraps	every	day	for	the	past	
year.	

•  The	Village	now	has	compos\ng	available	to	
all	residents,	with	the	food	scraps	going	to	the	
Student	Garden	behind	the	Village.	

•  Redwood	CPA	has	volunteered	to	Pilot	a	
compos\ng	program	this	semester	as	well.	



Sustainability	Clubs	On	Campus	



1-STEP	

•  Rethink	Water	Campaign	
•  Ramapo	Gardens	

•  Sustainable	Thanksgiving	event	



Beekeeping	

•  The	wildflower	meadow	next	to	the	hive	is	
thriving.	

•  A	new	nucleus	was	introduced	this	summer,	
and	is	doing	very	well.	

•  With	a	new	strong	queen,	enough	food	is	
being	stockpiled	for	the	winter.	

•  In	the	summer,	their	mite	treatment	was	
carried	out,	and	so	they	are	healthy	for	the	
rest	of	they	year.	



Beekeeping	



Na:ve	Wildflower	Meadow	
June	2016	 July	2016	



Outdoors	Club	

•  horseback	riding,		
•  ice	ska\ng,		
•  apple	picking,		
•  hiking	around	the	area,		
•  camping,		

•  rock	climbing,		

•  paint	balling,	and		
•  Play	miniature	golf	



New	Clubs	Being	Formed	Now	



Plant	Strong	

•  A	club	for	vegetarians	and	vegans,	or	those	
interested	in	exploring	these	choices.	



Garden	Club	

•  There	are	two	student-run	gardens	on	campus	
currently.	

•  This	club	would	facilitate	students	interested	
in	volunteering	at	these	gardens	



Mahwah	Environmental	
Volunteers	Organiza:on	(MEVO)	

Eric	Fuchs-Stengel	



So,	don’t	forget…	



Go	To		
Ramapo	Green:		
The	Campus	Sustainability	Hub	

hHp://ramapo.edu/ramapo-green	
vasishth@ramapo.edu		



Connect	with	Sustainability	at	RCNJ	

• First,	go	to	Ramapo	Green	
	hHp://ramapo.edu/ramapo-green		

• Take	the	Sustainability	Pledge	
• Sign	up	for	the	NewsleHer	
• Join	the	Facebook	and	LinkedIn	pages	for	
Ramapo	Green	



To	Give	Away,	Sell,	or	Buy	Stuff	

If	you	want	to	sell	or	give	away	stuff	you	no	
longer	need,	or	if	you	are	looking	for	used	things	
for	yourself,	go	to	the	Campus	Wall,	and	sign	in	
with	your	ramapo.edu	id:	

	hHp://mycampuswall.com/		



Become	Ac:ve	with	Sustainability	
at	RCNJ	

Consider	joining	one	of	the	Sustainability	Clubs	on	
campus	(go	to	the	Org	Sync	page,	create	an	account	with	
your	Ramapo	email	id,	then	search	for	these	clubs):	

–  1-STEP	(Students	Together	for	Environmental	Progress)	
–  Bee-keeping	Club	(we	have	our	own	hive,	and	harvest	
excellent	honey	from	it)	

–  Plant	Strong	(for	the	vegan	or	vegetarian	in	you)	
–  Garden	Club	(there	are	two	student	gardens	and	one	
wildflower	meadow,	on	campus)	

–  Outdoors	Club	(in	the	past	we	have	gone	horseback	riding,	
ice	ska\ng,	apple	picking,	hiking	around	the	area,	camping,	
rock	climbing,	paint	balling,	and	miniature	golf)	



Extend	Your	Reach	into	Sustainability	

Make	use	of	the	Associa\on	for	the	
Advancement	of	Sustainability	In	Higher	
Educa\on	(AASHE)	web	portal—use	
your	Ramapo	email	ID	to	create	an	
account:	

	hHp://aashe.org		





If	You	Ever	Have	ANY	Ques:ons	About	
Sustainability	at	RCNJ	

Reach	out	to:	
	Ashwani	Vasishth	

	vasishth@ramapo.edu	

	or	

	Sangha	Padhy	

	spadhy@ramapo.edu			


