Proposed revisions for Use of Human Subjects in Research
New text:
USE OF HUMAN SUBJECTS IN RESEARCH POLICY

The Institutional Review Board (IRB) oversees human subjects research at the college
for the purpose of protecting the rights and welfare of human subjects recruited to
participate in research activities. The IRB is an independent compliance committee
mandated by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (See Title 45 Part 46
of the Code of Federal Regulations). The most recent version of these regulations
includes the adoption of the Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subijects,
generally known as the “Common Rule.”

In accordance with 45 CFR 46.102i, research means a systematic investigation,
including research development, testing, and evaluation, designed to develop or
contribute to generalizable knowledge. Without regard to methodology, all Ramapo
affiliated researchers (including faculty, staff, and students) conducting research with
human subjects are required to submit an application to the IRB and gain approval
before beginning their study. Secondary analysis of data which does not include
interactions with human subjects may be found by the IRB to be Exempt from Further
IRB Review, but an IRB application and approval must still be obtained. Research by an
investigator not affiliated with Ramapo College of New Jersey who proposes to involve
Ramapo College of New Jersey students, staff, or faculty as subjects in the proposed
research project must also be reviewed and approved.

The IRB performs critical oversight functions to ensure applicable scientific, ethical, and
regulatory standards are met. The IRB reviews and monitors research conducted by
Ramapo faculty, staff, and students. It is charged with the responsibility and authority of
reviewing research study proposals and granting approval, denying approval, or
granting approval subject to modifications or conditions for those proposals. The IRB is
responsible for establishing and administering College policies and procedures related
to the implementation of or compliance with federal, state, and local regulations that
govern the protection of people participating in research.

Undergraduate and Master level student research projects that are being conducted in
the context of learning research skills, and that will not be presented outside of the
College do not need to undergo IRB review unless the risk exceeds minimal risk.
However, human subject research conducted by students is the responsibility of the
course instructor or faculty sponsor, who is required to undergo the online training
provisions listed in HUMAN SUBJECTS RESEARCH ETHICS TRAINING (for
researchers) of the Ramapo College IRB Procedures. The Ramapo IRB requires that
the instructor or faculty sponsor use a course-based research approval form and that
the instructor or faculty sponsor act as the research review chair with responsibility for
reviewing the proposed project, overseeing the research, and ensuring that students
adhere to human subjects policies in their activities.



Current policy:



















