
Gross Center virtual event:  
Considering the Past to Shape the Future: The U.S. and 

the Holocaust 
 

Join us on Thursday, December 1 at 4 p.m. for an important conversation reflecting on the 
recent documentary film, The U.S. and the Holocaust, directed by Ken Burns, Lynn Novak, and 
Sarah Botstein. 
 
This event, presented via Zoom, is free and open to the public. Register in advance here. 
 
Organized and hosted by NJ-PBS in partnership with the Gross Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies at Ramapo College of New Jersey and the Jewish Federation of Greater 
MetroWest. 
 
Moderated by Ilyse Shainbrown, Director of Holocaust Education for the Jewish Federation of 
Greater MetroWest, the panel discussion will feature Dr. Jacob Ari Labendz, Director of the 
Gross Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Ramapo College of New Jersey, Dr. Rebecca 
Erbelding, Historian, Education Initiatives as the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, Rabbi 
Matthew Gewritz, Senior Rabbi of Cong. B’nai Jeshurun in Short Hills, and Rebecca Kirzner, 
Senior Director of Grassroots Organizing and Advocacy at HIAS (originally, the Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society). 
 
The U.S. and the Holocaust is a three-part, six-hour series that examines America’s response to 
one of the greatest humanitarian crises of the twentieth century. Americans consider 
themselves a “nation of immigrants,” but as the catastrophe of the Holocaust unfolded in 
Europe, the United States proved unwilling to open its doors to more than a fraction of the 
hundreds of thousands of desperate people seeking refuge. Through riveting firsthand 
testimony of witnesses and survivors who as children endured persecution, violence and flight 
as their families tried to escape Hitler, this series delves deeply into the tragic human 
consequences of public indifference, bureaucratic red tape and restrictive quota laws in 
America. Did the nation fail to live up to its ideals? This is a history to be reckoned with. More 
here. Watch the official trailer.  
 

https://bit.ly/USAndTheHolocaust
https://www.ramapo.edu/holocaust/
https://www.ramapo.edu/holocaust/
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/us-and-the-holocaust/about-the-film
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCffe1USg18

