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New Jersey First Lady Tammy Murphy Offered Remarks at Ramapo College Climate Conference
MAHWAH, N.J. – NEW JERSEY FIRST LADY TAMMY MURPHY was a guest speaker for “Confronting the Climate Crisis: Ramapo’s Reckoning with Reality,” a day-long conference at Ramapo College of New Jersey on Wednesday, November 20. 
“I am so impressed with you, this generation of young people, who are wise beyond your years on so many important issues,” said Murphy to a standing-room audience in the College’s Trustees Pavilion. “We are stewards of this planet, and the reality of climate change will transform our lives in ways we can’t yet see. But if we truly come together, we can turn this crisis around.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Murphy noted that the climate change crisis will eventually cost New Jersey an estimated $10 billion, and stated the need for students to consider studies that are involved in reviewing environmental impact when creating communities and planning for the use of land and resources. Presently, New Jersey is the third most susceptible to a potentially dangerous sea level rise, she added.
“Education is our best tool to combat this crisis, and you are a generation with your eyes wide open to the dangers this can pose,” she said. “I applaud your efforts.”
Among her duties as First Lady, Ms. Murphy serves as secretary and charter member of The Climate Reality Action Fund, an organization founded by former Vice President Al Gore. Her policy initiatives focus on climate change education, infant and maternal health, and fostering women-owned businesses throughout New Jersey.
Topics of discussion for the conference were “Young People Take Charge: Empowering the Youth Climate Movement” and “The Climate Crisis and the Actualization of a Positive Future.” 
Other guest speakers for the conference included:
Faduoa Brour, founder and president of the Moroccan Youth Climate Movement; Rachel Lee, Closter, N.J. high school student and president of NYC Zero Hour; Ananya Singh, Flanders, N.J. high school student and CEO of Greening Forward; Harriet Shugarman, executive director of ClimateMama; and Professors Michael Edelstein and Ashwani Vasishth, who co-chair the Sustainability and Environmental Studies Program at Ramapo College.
The event was sponsored by the President’s Committee on Campus Sustainability, the Environmental Studies and Sustainability majors, the Institute for Environmental Studies and Ramapo Green.

						###
Ramapo College of New Jersey is the state’s premier public liberal arts college and is committed to academic excellence through interdisciplinary and experiential learning, and international and intercultural understanding. The College is ranked #1 among New Jersey public institutions by College Choice, and is recognized as a top college by U.S. News & World Report, Kiplinger’s, Princeton Review and Money magazine, among others. Ramapo College is also distinguished as a Career Development College of Distinction by CollegesofDistinction.com, boasts the best campus housing in New Jersey on Niche.com, and is designated a “Military Friendly College” in Victoria Media’s Guide to Military Friendly Schools.
Established in 1969, Ramapo College offers bachelor’s degrees in the arts, business, data science, humanities, social sciences and the sciences, as well as in professional studies, which include business, education, nursing and social work. In addition, the College offers courses leading to teacher certification at the elementary and secondary levels, and offers graduate programs leading to master’s degrees in Accounting, Business Administration, Data Science, Educational Technology, Educational Leadership, Nursing, Social Work and Special Education. 
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