
Ramapo College Celebrates Class of 2015 
 
MAHWAH, N.J. – More than 1,400 students received their degrees at Ramapo College’s 57

th
 

commencement ceremony on May 15 at Prudential Center in Newark. 

 

Ramapo College President Peter P. Mercer praised the graduates. “I am proud that so many of you 

responded to the calls for action with a sincere commitment to social justice.” 

 

Grace Helbig, comedian and actress, offered one message to the graduates during her 

commencement address: “Follow your fear.” 

 

Helbig, who was selected by the graduating class to offer the keynote address, said she experienced 

many moments of uncertainty and failure before her career as a YouTube and late-night TV star took 

off.  “Failure is okay as an option because perfection is not a human thing to relate to. What I will tell 

you is this: say ‘Thank you very much, failure,’ then put it in your pocket and move forward.”  

 

Helbig is the creator and star of It’s Grace (with more than 2 million subscribers), for which she’s 

been awarded a Webby. Her new talk show, The Grace Helbig Show, premiered in April. She also 

recently launched a podcast, Not Too Deep With Grace Helbig, which is consistently number one on 

Itunes. Her book, Grace’s Guide: The Art of Pretending to Be a Grown-Up, was a New York Times 

#1 Bestseller in its first week of release.  

 
Ron DePoalo, Class of 1986, received the President’s Award of Merit, which recognizes 

distinguished accomplishments by Ramapo College alumni and friends of the College.  

“I encourage you to find your passion and act upon it,” DePaolo told the graduates. He added that, 

“Ramapo will always hold special memories for me.” 

 

DePoalo is the chief information officer for Fidelity Institutional, a business unit of Fidelity 

Investments. He received a bachelor of science in management information systems from 

Ramapo College and an MBA from Saint Peter’s College, New Jersey. He was ranked 10th in 

the Institutional Investor’s Trading Technology 40 for 2015. He was named to the WallStreet & 

Technology’s 2012 Gold Book, which recognizes Wall Street’s top technology leaders. 

 

 

 


