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Ramapo College of New Jersey Hosted Naturalization Ceremony in 
Observation of Constitution Day  

(MAHWAH, NJ) - The American Democracy Project at Ramapo College of New Jersey 
hosted a naturalization ceremony on Wednesday, September 15. 

Active at more than 200 college campuses across the United States, the American 
Democracy Project (ADP) is a national initiative whose goal “is to produce graduates 
who are committed to being active, involved citizens in their communities.”    

The ADP seeks to increase the number of undergraduate students who understand and are 
committed to engaging in meaningful civic actions by asking participating institutions to 
review and restructure academic programs and processes, extracurricular programs and 
activities, and the institutional culture.  It also helps focus the attention of policy makers 
and opinion leaders on the civic value of the college experience.  

The ADP committee at Ramapo College of New Jersey has been creative in both program 
planning and delivery for the observation of Constitution Day. On September 15, the 
campus hosted a naturalization ceremony in Friends Hall. 

Thirty-six applicants participated in the ceremony, taking the Oath of Allegiance to the 
United States of America. The Oath was administered by Mr. John E. Thompson, district 
director of the Newark office of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). 
The hour long ceremony was followed by a reception. The applicants came from over 20 
countries, including Albania, Israel, Bangladesh, Ghana, the Philippines, Brazil, South 
Korea, China, Jamaica, Dominican Republic, India, El Salvador, Georgia, Ukraine, 
Poland, Nicaragua, Tibet, Columbia, Pakistan, Ecuador, Syria and Peru. 

The applicants themselves and members of their families were addressed by Dr. Peter 
Mercer, president of Ramapo College, and  Judith Jeney, associate vice president for 
Academic Affairs, the College’s ethics liaison officer and naturalized citizen. Lisa Lutter, 
professor of Vocal Music, conducted the Ramapo Chorale. 
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