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AUTHOR TO SPEAK AT RAMAPO COLLEGE ON ROLE OF RIDGEWOOD
NATIVE VARIAN FRY SAVING ARTISTS FROM NAZI OPPRESSION

(MAHWAH, NJ) — Rosemary Sullivan, a prolific Canadian writer and researcher, will
speak at Ramapo College of New Jersey in September under the auspices of the Center
for Holocaust and Genocide Studies.

Sullivan will give a talk about “Lives on the Line: Varian Fry and the Artists He Saved at
the Villa Air-Bel.”

It is being held in conjunction with the hosting of the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum’s traveling exhibition, Varian Fry, Assignment: Rescue, 1940-1941. 1t will be
on display from September 1 to October 8 in the Pascal Gallery, Berrie Center for
Performing and Visual Arts. The exhibition is sponsored by Ramapo College’s Center for
Holocaust and Genocide Studies in cooperation with the Berrie Center Art Galleries and
the Committee to Honor Varian Fry (Ridgewood). The exhibition and all events
associated with it are free and open to the public.

Rosemary Sullivan is a full professor at the University of Toronto where she holds the
Canada Research Chair in Biography and Creative Non-Fiction and is director and
founder of the MA Program in English in the Field of Creative Writing. In 2008, she was
awarded the Lorne Pierce Medal by the Royal Society of Canada for distinguished
contributions to Canadian literature and culture. Currently, she is a Fellow of the Pierre
Elliot Trudeau Foundation of Toronto.

Her recent book, Villa Air-Bel: World War II, Escape and a House in Marseille, was
published by HarperCollins in Canada and the U.S., John Murray in England, Debate in
Spain, Mlada fronta in the Czech Republic, Rocco Press in Brazil, and Edizioni
dell’Altana in Italy. It won the Canadian Jewish Book Awards Yad Vashem Prize in
Holocaust History/ Scholarship and the Different Drummer Independent Booksellers’
Award. Sullivan is the author of twelve books including The Guthrie Road (2009);
Labyrinth of Desire: Women, Passion, and Romantic Obsession (2001) published in
Canada, the U.S., England, Spain, and Latin America; and the national best seller The
Red Shoes: Margaret Atwood Starting Out (1998). She is also the editor of eight
anthologies, including, Stories by Canadian Women, and Short Fiction for Oxford
University Press. She has lectured and undertaken book tours across Canada and the US,
England, France, Italy, Germany, Sweden, Belgium, Spain, India, Puerto Rico, Chile, and
Mexico. She is the recipient of Guggenheim, Killam, Camargo, and Jackman Humanities
Fellowships, and has been awarded a number of creative residencies, including in
Karnataka, India; Cassis, France; and Mexico City.



A Montrealer by birth, Rosemary Sullivan received her B.A. from McGill University, her
M.A. from the University of Connecticut, and her PhD from the University of Sussex.

Sullivan will speak on Monday, September 27 at 7:15 p.m. in the York Room of the
Birch Mansion. The presentation is free and open to the public. For more information or
to reserve a seat, please call 201.684.7409.
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