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WORKS BY WHITFIELD LOVELL WILL BE ON VIEW IN PASCAL GALLERY ON CAMPUS OF RAMAPO COLLEGE

MAHWAH – A one-person show of new works by artist Whitfield Lovell will be on exhibit in the Pascal Gallery in the Russ Berrie Center for Performing and Visual Arts Thursday, March 26 through April 24.  An opening reception and preview will be held Wednesday, March 25 from 5 to 7 p.m.  At 4 p.m. on March 25, the artist will present a slide show in the Adler Theater, also in the Berrie Center.

The major series on view, called “Kin,” represents the artist’s ongoing exploration of the African-American experience through charcoal portrait heads on paper.  Also included are a few selections from the “Kith” series of three-dimensional tableaux of charcoal drawings on vintage wood.  

In the “Kin” series of works on paper, finely rendered portrait heads are paired with enigmatic objects to convey an intensity that gives the individuals and their lives a sense of specificity and creating a tangible presence. 
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“The importance of home, family, ancestry feeds my work entirely,” Lovell has said.  “African-Americans generally were not aware of who their ancestors were, since slaves were sold from plantation to plantation and families were split up.”  His drawings are based on photographs of unidentified African-Americans, most dating from the early twentieth century.

His work incorporates found objects, creating old constructions with a strong sculptural presence that invokes issues of cultural heritage and personal identity.  Inspired by his fascination with history as well as by stories told by his grandparents, Lovell’s work illuminates the humanity and richness of anonymous people.

His work has been widely exhibited in museums and he is a 2007 recipient of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation’s Fellowship Award.  This program is made possible, in part, by funds from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.  The Pascal Gallery is located in the Berrie Center for Performing and Visual Arts at Ramapo College.  Hours are Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 1 to 5 p.m. and Wednesday, 1 to 7 p.m.  For more information, call Sydney Jenkins, gallery director, 201.684.7147.
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For media inquiries, contact Anna Farneski, assistant vice president, Marketing and Communications, 201.684.6844.

