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SCIENCE WRITER AND AUTHOR OF “GALILEO’S DAUGHTER” WILL SPEAK AT MEADOWLANDS EDUCATION CENTER

MAHWAH – Best-selling science author Dava Sobel, whose book, “Galileo’s Daughter” won the 1999 Los Angeles Times Book Prize for science and technology, will be the featured speaker at the Meadowlands Environment Center in March.

The book, which also received the 2000 Christopher Award and was a finalist for the 2000 Pulitzer Prize in biography, is based on 124 surviving letters to Galileo from his eldest child, a cloistered nun.  Their loving relationship, traced through the correspondence, overturns the myth of Galileo as an enemy of the Catholic church.  Although his discoveries in astronomy made Galileo world famous, his writings brought him to trial before the Inquisition, after which he was forced to deny his own beliefs.  Ironically, his definition of the relationship between science and religion has since become the Church's official position.

Sobel, a former “New York Times” science reporter, is also the author of “Longitude” and “The Planets.”  In her 30 years as a science journalist she has written for many magazines, including “Audubon,” “Discover,” “Life” and “The New Yorker,” served as a contributing editor to “Harvard Magazine” and “Omni” and co-authored five books, including “Is Anyone Out There?” with astronomer Frank Drake.

The Meadowlands Environment Center was formed to increase awareness and enjoyment of the local ecosystem.  The New Jersey Meadowlands Commission and Ramapo College of New Jersey entered into a partnership in 2003 to develop a comprehensive environmental education program for schools and the general public.  Together, the New Jersey Meadowlands Commission and the College encourage the use of the environment as a classroom, increase awareness of the resources of the Meadowlands and help communities recognize the critical issues that affect the Meadowlands District.

The lecture will be presented Saturday, March 14 at 1 p.m.  Tickets cost $5; $4 for members of the Meadowlands Education Center, located at Two Dekorte Park Plaza, Lyndhurst.  For further information, please call 201.460.8300. 
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