FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Cynthia Burns: cyburns@ramapo.edu or Cathleen Davey; cdavey@ramapo.edu 

January 17, 2008
STEVE RILEY AND THE MAMOU PLAYBOYS BRING A CAJUN CELEBRATION TO RAMAPO COLLEGE


(Mahwah) – Direct from Louisiana, Steve Riley and the Mamou Playboys bring a Cajun celebration to the Sharp Theater on the campus of Ramapo College of New Jersey Saturday, February 16 at 8 p.m.


When Cajuns go out on the weekend looking for a band that will recharge their pride and identity, they find it in Steve Riley and The Mamou Playboys.  Steve Riley grew up in the prairie town of Mamou where French is spoken on the street, the national holiday is Mardi Gras and a poor family is one without a fiddler or accordion player.  He plays a single-row diatonic instrument made by his cousin, famed accordionist Marc Savoy.  Riley concentrated on learning Savoy’s fiery, intricate style and the music of the Balfa Brothers.  At age 15, this young prodigy was noticed by Dewey Balfa, who invited Riley to join his band.  Under Balfa’s guidance, he grew as a performer, learning hundreds of French songs and how to sing them in Balfa’s singular hurts-so-good style, and taking up the fiddle as well.  In 1988, he and David Greely formed the Mamou Playboys, which rapidly gained prominence on the international folk scene.  

Tickets for Steve Riley and The Mamou Playboys cost $28, $25 and $22 for adults, $18 for children under 17 and a five percent discount for senior citizens. The Sharp Theater is located at the Angelica and Russ Berrie Center for Performing and Visual Arts on the Ramapo College campus.  For more information call 201.684.7844.

This program is made possible in part by funds from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
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