FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Cynthia Burns: cyburns@ramapo.edu or Cathleen Davey; cdavey@ramapo.edu 

October 17, 2007
GREEN MEETS GREEN, A CONFERENCE AND EXPO, TO BE HELD AT RAMAPO COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY


(Mahwah) – A conference and expo, GREEN MEETS GREEN:  Transitioning from “We can’t afford to be green” to “We can’t afford NOT to be green,” will be held Friday, November 30 and Saturday, December 1 on the campus of Ramapo College of New Jersey.  The event will be sponsored by the college’s Institute for Environmental Studies with support from a grant received from the New Jersey Bureau of Public Utilities.  


The November 30 conference explores the current “climate for change arising from the urgency of our tumultuous time, bringing together the themes of global climate change, the shift to renewable energy, peak oil and the mainstreaming of green building and other elements of a sustainable society,” says Dr. Michael Edelstein, a professor of psychology at the college and coordinator of the event.  “With all the attention captured by the climate crisis, there has not been a clear discussion about what needs to be done to address it.  An attentive public awaits clear direction and feasible options.”

The conference will offer a coherent framework for addressing climate and energy solutions by advancing the transition toward a sustainable state and region through a series of keynote sessions. The first, “Leaders Setting the Agenda,” invites Governor Corzine to reflect on his current leadership in moving New Jersey into a national leadership position on the climate crisis. On July 6, 2007 the governor signed the Global Warming Response Act into law, positioning New Jersey at the forefront of the climate battle by mandating sharp cuts in the state’s greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 and dramatic cuts by 2050.  
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He will be followed by former Governor James Florio, who will draw lessons for approaching the climate crisis from the experience of the SUPERFUND law, which he authored as a congressman to address the environmental crisis of a prior era. 

The remainder of the day will be devoted to a discussion of making a fast transformation toward sustainability to meet New Jersey’s mandated 20 percent greenhouse gas reduction by 2020 and an 80 percent reduction by 2050.  Among the highlights:

· Internationally recognized architect and climate activist Edward Mazria will discuss the needed transformation of buildings and communities to achieve these targets, drawing upon thirty years of experience. 

· Board of Public Utilities President Jeanne Fox will chair a session to discuss the state’s new energy policy with commentary by a diverse and distinguished panel. Breakout sessions will empower participants to develop action steps for the transition. 

· A closing evening keynote event on the social changes required for a  transformation to sustainability features noted author and climate activist Bill McKibben.  He will be available to sign his new book, Deep Economy, after the program. 


A GREEN EXPO and Green Holiday Boutique will open at 4:30 p.m. Friday and continue 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.  The goal is to offer a diverse selection of the best green businesses, products and services to facilitate green choices by a motivated public eager to take green actions at home and in their yards and communities. A series of brief and  informative presentations and demonstrations will be offered Saturday, along with KIDSPO, a green program for children. Next generation green vehicles will also be on display. 

Another component of GREEN MEETS GREEN are two LEED training programs for professionals being offered through the U.S. Green Building Council, New Jersey chapter. 

(more)

- 3 -

There will be a modest fee to attend the conference; there is no fee for the expo and boutique.  For more information about GREEN MEETS GREEN or to register to attend or exhibit at the event, visit the conference Web site at www.ramapo.edu/news/specialevents/green/ or call Dr. Edelstein at 201.684.7745.  He may also be reached via e-mail. medelste@ramapo.edu.
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