




History	  

	   “Last	   year,	   at	   the	  UN	  DPI	  Conference	  held	   in	  
Bonn,	   I	   warned	   the	   interna;onal	   community	  
that	   Rio+20	   could	   easily	   turn	   into	   a	   funeral	  
ceremony	   of	   sustainable	   development.	  
Sensing	   threats	   to	   the	   real	   issues	   on	  
sustainable	   development,	   I	   urged	   the	   global	  
civil	  society	  to	  step	  out	  of	  their	  fragmenta;on	  
and	   act	   collec;vely	   and	   proac;vely	   using	   Rio
+20	  as	  a	  plaHorm.”	  
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…	  to	  avoid	  a	  Historical	  Mistake	  
•  Failure	  at	  Rio+20	  cannot	  be	  accepted	  
•  failure	  of	  the	  official	  process	  should	  not	  become	  an	  obstacle	  

towards	  successful	  evolving	  of	  a	  global	  movement	  to	  lead	  the	  
transi;on	  towards	  sustainable	  futures	  on	  earth.	  	  

•  Civil	  Society	  should	  not	  make	  the	  historical	  mistake	  of	  simply	  be	  
reac;ve	  to	  a	  UNCSD	  Rio+20	  outcome	  nego;ated	  by	  
governments	  within	  the	  UN	  system.	  

•  Civil	  Society	  should	  state	  clearly	  their	  aspira;ons	  for	  a	  
sustainable	  world	  and	  propose	  the	  recommended	  pathways.	  

•  Given	  the	  urgent	  need	  for	  radical	  reform	  in	  our	  behavior	  on	  
earth,	  and	  knowing	  that	  official	  outcome	  cannot	  deliver	  such	  a	  
change	  ,	  Civil	  Society	  needs	  to	  come	  together	  to	  bring	  forward	  
the	  peoples’	  agenda.	  
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Fragmenta6on	  

•  From	  1992	  to	  2012	  the	  fragmenta;on	  in	  civil	  
society	  has	  increased	  tremendously	  

•  The	  poli;cs	  of	  mistrust	  was	  openly	  visible	  
during	  Rio+20	  prepara;ons	  

•  Divisions	  were	  open	  and	  lack	  of	  interest	  to	  
build	  common	  plaHorms	  were	  obvious	  

•  Self	  interests	  greater	  than	  the	  cause	  
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The	  Challenge	  
•  To	  challenge	  the	  fragmenta;on	  
•  To	  offer	  a	  common	  plaHorm	  for	  all	  to	  contribute	  
(not	  some	  selected	  –	  not	  just	  the	  like	  minded)	  

•  To	  reach	  out	  to	  those	  who	  were	  le^	  out	  of	  the	  
Rio+20	  process	  

•  To	  bring	  together	  those	  who	  were	  already	  in	  the	  
process	  	  	  

•  To	  ensure	  freedom	  and	  independence	  of	  ac;on	  
•  To	  provide	  hope	  of	  an	  alterna;ve	  –	  “ANOTHER	  
FUTURE	  IS	  POSSIBLE”	  
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The	  Idea	  
•  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Trea;es	  were	  proposed	  as	  a	  
series	  of	  independent	  collec;ve	  agreements	  produced	  
by	  civil	  society	  representa;ves.	  

•  An	  alterna;ve	  content	  outcome	  by	  civil	  society	  to	  
reflect	  the	  public	  interest	  and	  aspira;ons	  of	  a	  
sustainable	  world	  

•  To	  serve	  as	  collec;on	  of	  proposals	  to	  influence	  
governments	  nego;a;ng	  for	  official	  outcomes	  at	  the	  
Summit.	  

•  Essen;ally,	  the	  process	  will	  lead	  towards	  advancing	  a	  
Global	  Movement	  to	  ensure	  sustainable	  futures	  
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The	  Ini6a6ve	  
•  People’s	  Sustainability	  Trea;es	  are	  a	  series	  of	  independent	  

collec;ve	  agreements	  produced	  by	  people	  in	  parallel	  to	  the	  
official	  UNCSD2012.	  

•  It	  was	  planned	  as	  the	  alterna;ve	  content	  outcome	  by	  people	  at	  
Rio+20	  and	  will	  serve	  as	  collec;on	  of	  proposals	  for	  governments	  
nego;a;ng	  for	  official	  outcomes.	  

•  The	  trea;es	  are	  considered	  as	  a	  complimentary	  process	  to	  
strengthen	  the	  People’s	  Summit	  Rio+20	  organised	  by	  the	  
Brazilian	  civil	  society	  and	  all	  other	  independent	  efforts	  towards	  
crea;ng	  people’s	  visions	  and	  voices.	  

•  The	  trea;es	  are	  essen;ally	  a	  forward	  looking	  process	  and	  
targets	  a	  future	  beyond	  Rio+20	  and	  will	  become	  a	  living	  
document	  towards	  the	  transi;on	  to	  a	  sustainable	  world	  order.	  
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The	  Guide	  
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1	  
• Crea6ng	  a	  Treaty	  Circle	  with	  broad	  geographical	  representa;on	  

2	  
• Organising	  Dialogues	  through	  mee;ngs,	  conference	  calls	  and	  email	  exchanges	  

3	  
• 	  Wri6ng	  DraCs	  by	  appoin;ng	  	  treaty	  editorial	  team	  and	  discuss	  intensely	  

4	  
• 	  Consul6ng	  Experts	  to	  ensure	  quality	  and	  credibility	  of	  dra^	  

5	  
• 	  Editorial	  Review	  for	  further	  improvement	  and	  intergra;on	  with	  other	  trea;se	  

6	  
• 	  Genera6ng	  Commments	  by	  distribu;ng	  	  across	  the	  world	  through	  databases	  and	  list	  servers	  
for	  public	  comments.	  

7	  
• Finalisa6on	  of	  Treaty	  with	  Interna;onal	  Editorial	  Commieee	  and	  distribu;on	  amongst	  
governments	  and	  stakeholders	  

8	  
• Lobbying	  governments,	  intergovernmental	  agencies,	  stakeholders	  and	  key	  actors	  of	  Rio+20	  	  	  



The	  Format	  

•  Preamble	  
•  Principle	  
•  Commitments	  
•  Ac;on	  Plan	  
•  Signatories	  
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The	  Organiza6on	  
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Timeline	  
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Trea6es	  @	  Rio+20	  
1.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Consump;on	  and	  Produc;on	  
2.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Equity	  
3.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Sustainable	  Economies	  
4.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Radical	  Ecological	  Democracy	  
5.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Sustainable	  Development	  Governance	  
6.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Rights	  of	  Mother	  Earth	  
7.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Sustainable	  Development	  Goals	  
8.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Environmental	  Educa;on	  for	  Sustainable	  Socie;es	  and	  

Global	  Responsibility	  
9.  	  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Ethical	  and	  Spiritual	  Values	  for	  Sustainable	  Development	  
10.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Transi;oning	  to	  a	  Zero	  Fossil	  Fuel	  World	  
11.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Rights	  for	  Sustainability	  
12.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Corporate	  Social	  Responsibility	  and	  Accountability	  
13.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  Higher	  Educa;on	  Towards	  Sustainable	  Development	  
14.  Peoples’	  Sustainability	  Treaty	  on	  a	  Charter	  of	  Universal	  Responsibility	  
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Chaos	  in	  Rio	  

•  Compared	  to	  the	  Global	  Forum	  organized	  by	  the	  
Interna;onal	  NGO	  Forum	  in	  1992	  at	  the	  first	  Earth	  
Summit,	  this	  was	  a	  sad	  show	  of	  how	  fragmented	  the	  
civil	  society	  has	  become.	  	  

•  The	  so	  called	  Rio+20	  Peoples	  Summit,	  hijacked	  by	  a	  
Brazilian	  NGO	  Organising	  Commieee,	  was	  a	  chao;c	  
demonstra;on	  that	  lead	  to	  thousands	  of	  civil	  society	  
representa;ves	  from	  across	  the	  world	  being	  
stranded	  and	  lost	  without	  any	  sense	  of	  direc;on	  or	  
coordina;on.	  	  
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Maneuvering	  through	  Chaos	  
•  We	  had	  a	  clear	  objec;ve	  –	  being	  proac;ve	  
•  We	  had	  a	  source	  of	  inspira;on	  –	  people	  
•  We	  had	  hope	  –	  the	  trea;es	  were	  a	  reality	  
•  We	  had	  a	  plaHorm	  –	  more	  than	  a	  dozen	  events	  	  
•  We	  had	  a	  team	  -‐	  	  commieed	  to	  serve	  the	  cause	  
•  We	  had	  leadership	  –	  Determine	  CSO	  leaders	  
•  We	  had	  Inspira;on	  –	  with	  great	  following	  at	  Rio
+20	  

•  We	  had	  hope	  –	  all	  came	  together	  and	  started	  
believing	  
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OUTCOME	  –	  A	  Manifesto	  at	  Rio+20	  

•  Representa;ves	  of	  treaty	  circles	  and	  those	  who	  wanted	  to	  wanted	  to	  
contribute	  converged	  at	  the	  Rio+20	  to	  launch	  a	  Manifesto	  on	  the	  final	  day	  
of	  the	  summit.	  	  

•  They	  declared	  that	  another	  world	  is	  possible	  a^er	  Rio+20	  and	  pledged	  
their	  commitment	  to	  a	  transi;on	  toward	  increasingly	  sustainable	  futures	  
on	  earth.	  	  

•  The	  signatories	  to	  this	  Manifesto	  refused	  to	  sit	  idly	  by	  in	  the	  face	  of	  
another	  failure	  of	  governments	  to	  provide	  hope	  for	  a	  sustainable	  future	  
for	  all.	  	  

•  This	  manifesto	  calls	  for	  ac;on	  that	  helps	  move	  simultaneously	  toward	  a	  
more	  localized	  socio-‐economic	  structure	  and	  toward	  a	  supra-‐na;onal	  
mindset	  that	  helps	  us	  transcend	  the	  parochial	  concerns	  of	  a	  corporate-‐
capitalis;c	  globaliza;on	  to	  ac;vate	  a	  global	  ci;zens	  movement.	  
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CommiZng	  to	  Our	  Own	  Future	  

•  They	  announced	  their	  own	  responsibility	  for	  
undertaking	  ac;ons,	  invi;ng	  and	  encourage	  similar	  
ac;ons	  and	  commitments	  by	  other	  rightsholders	  and	  
stakeholders,	  communica;ng	  a	  vision	  for	  healthy	  
communi;es,	  sustainable	  and	  equitable	  human	  well-‐
being	  and	  its	  associated	  strategies,	  and	  coming	  
together	  in	  the	  form	  of	  a	  global	  ci;zen’s	  movement	  
to	  shepherd	  the	  transi;on	  to	  a	  sustainable,	  
equitable,	  and	  democra;c	  future.	  	  
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Belief	  &	  Inspira6on	  
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The	  next	  steps	  

•  New	  trea;es	  
•  Revisi;ng	  the	  trea;es	  
•  Strengthening	  the	  Ac;on	  Plans	  &	  commitments	  
for	  implementa;on	  

•  Formula;ng	  a	  Common	  Ac;on	  Programme	  for	  
2013-‐2015	  (for	  the	  beyond	  2015	  SD	  Agenda)	  

•  A	  process,	  a	  plaHorm,	  a	  movement	  
•  Vision	  to	  advance	  a	  GCM	  (link	  with	  TWC	  
campaign	  for	  a	  GCM)	  
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