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General

Program Title
Humanities & Global Studies BA

Degree Designation(s)
BA - Bachelor of Arts

Program Level
UG - Undergraduate

Status
Active

School
Humanities and Global Studies

Convening Group
Interdisciplinary Studies (INTD)

Program Description
The Interdisciplinary Studies major prepares students to be thoughtful, well-educated individuals with

understanding of and an appreciation for multiple ways of seeing the world, and are skilled at using

interdisciplinary approaches to meet the challenges facing themselves, their communities, and the

world. 

Building on Ramapo College’s tradition of interdisciplinary inquiry, this major encourages and inspires

reflection, critical thinking, emotional maturity, and the broadening of the mind through the

contemplation of new possibilities. This major encourages students to make connections across a

variety of subject areas. 

An Interdisciplinary Studies graduate shall: 

(1) build foundational knowledge across the selected areas of study;

(2) apply knowledge to provide answers to real-life, interdisciplinary problems using appropriate tools

and methodologies; and 

(3) be prepared for a variety of careers trajectories and/or graduate study.

Students majoring in Interdisciplinary Studies are encouraged to double major and/or minor to increase

their career options and opportunities. 

The Interdisciplinary Studies Major leads to the B.A. degree.

Concentration(s)
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Rationale
This program revision/update is designed to actively embrace and celebrate cross-disciplinary study. A

single, College-wide independent/flexible design major serves multiple purposes: Provides maximum

flexibility within a structure that ensures academic rigor and a commitment to interdisciplinarity;

Enables Ramapo to actively promote it as an option to prospective students; Meets the different needs

of multiple student populations simultaneously; Actively encourages students to utilize courses from

throughout the Ramapo curriculum; Positions Ramapo as a place that welcomes learners at all stages of

their academic careers. This major leads to a Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree.

Effective Start Term
Fall 2026

Effective Start Date
Aug 26, 2026

Coursedog Only Catalog Fields

Catalog Display Name
Interdisciplinary Studies BA

Catalog Short Description

Catalog Full Description
The Interdisciplinary Studies major prepares students to be thoughtful, well-educated individuals with

understanding of and an appreciation for multiple ways of seeing the world, and are skilled at using

interdisciplinary approaches to meet the challenges facing themselves, their communities, and the

world.

Building on Ramapo College’s tradition of interdisciplinary inquiry, this major encourages and inspires

reflection, critical thinking, emotional maturity, and the broadening of the mind through the

contemplation of new possibilities. This major encourages students to make connections across a

variety of subject areas.

An Interdisciplinary Studies graduate shall:

(1) build foundational knowledge across the selected areas of study;

(2) apply knowledge to provide answers to real-life, interdisciplinary problems using appropriate tools

and methodologies; and

(3) be prepared for a variety of careers trajectories and/or graduate study.

Students majoring in Interdisciplinary Studies are encouraged to double major and/or minor to increase

their career options and opportunities.

The Interdisciplinary Studies Major leads to the B.A. degree.
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Ramapo Program Learning Outcomes

Learning Goals and Outcomes
Goal 1: Students will create a self-designed major that follows Interdisciplinary Studies Major

requirements.

Outcome 1: Students will create a learning contract and explain their self-designed major including a

rationale for it.

Goal 2: Research & Interdisciplinary 

Outcome 1: Students will identify and apply research methods to their field(s) of study

Outcome 2: Students will use interdisciplinary knowledge and skills to address a problem [or question]. 

Goal 3: Career Preparedness

Outcome 1: Students will articulate how their academic interdisciplinary studies major advances their

career development or continued education. 

Goal 4: Students will communicate effectively.

Outcome 1: Written comm: Write effectively in scholarly and creative contexts.

Outcome 2: Oral comm: Students will make effective presentations [alt. “speak”] in scholarly or creative

contexts in language appropriate for the subject and audience.

Requirements
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Simple Requisites

Program Requirements

This program is designed to actively embrace and celebrate cross-disciplinary study. This program:

Provides maximum flexibility within a structure that ensures academic rigor and a commitment to

interdisciplinarity;

Enables Ramapo to actively promote it as an option to prospective students;

Meets the different needs of multiple student populations simultaneously;

Actively encourages students to utilize courses from throughout the Ramapo curriculum;

Positions Ramapo as a place that welcomes learners at all stages of their academic careers. This

major leads to a Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree.

Minimum of 48 credits, including:

One research- or methodology-focused course selected in consultation with program

advisor

One capstone course selected in consultation with the program advisor

At least three (3) courses must be upper-level (300/400) in consultation with the program

advisor

Seven (7) courses used for the major are supportive work in consultation with program

advisor

Three (3) courses used for the major must be Writing Intensive (WI) in consultation with the

program advisor

Student will create an individual contract providing a narrative and plan illustrating which

courses are counted towards the major in consultation with the program advisor and

approved by the UG Dean

Dependencies

Identifiers
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Changes

Catalog Display Name

Interdisciplinary Studies BA

Catalog Full Description

Ramapo College students have long enjoyed the freedom of individualized “contract” majors.

Humanities and Global Studies is the contract major for the School of Humanities and Global

Studies.

T h e Ramapo College graduates awarded baccalaureates in Humanities and

Global Interdisciplinary  Studies major will prepares students to  be thoughtful, well-educated

individuals with understanding of and an appreciation for multiple ways of seeing the world, and are

skilled at using interdisciplinary approaches to meet the challenges facing themselves, their

communities, and the world.  The  Liberal

Building  Arts on Ramapo College’s tradition of interdisciplinary inquiry, this major  encourages

and inspires reflection, critical thinking, emotional maturity, and the broadening of the mind through

the contemplation of new possibilities.   This major spans encourages  the students  great to

themes make connections across a variety  of human subject  inquiry areas.  and critical

expression in the humanities, in world languages, and in social studies.

Examples An  of learning tracks include but are not limited to:

Anthropology

Italian Interdisciplinary  Studies

Human Rights and Genocide Studies

A  graduate in Humanities and Global Studies shall:   

(1 ) employ multiple methods of critical understanding to affirm and transform the self; (2 ) build

foundational knowledge in across  the Liberal selected  Arts areas of study ;

( 3 2 ) gain hands-on experience applying apply  knowledge of to  the provide  Liberal Arts for

providing ways answers  to  answer  real-life, interdisciplinary problems ;  (4) using

reflect appropriate  upon tools  and pose original analysis of problems within the Liberal Arts in

SIS ID
c1e1d724-a790-4af4-

999e-5f67ae1b726e

id
c1e1d724-a790-4af4-

999e-5f67ae1b726e

programGroupId
HG-BA-HUGS

programCode (code)
HG-BA-HUGS
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class discussions, written work, exams, group projects, portfolios, internships, or study

abroad methodologies ; and

( 5 3 ) appreciate, be  understand, prepared  and for  value a  the rich complexity and

diversity variety  of human careers  experience by studying the interrelationships of individuals to

groups, cultures, heritages, stories, epistemologies, trajectories  and/or world graduate

languages study .  These

Students  objectives majoring  will in  be Interdisciplinary  tailored Studies are encouraged  to

individual double  students.

A major  Humanities and/or minor to increase their career options  and Global opportunities.

Studies major is a preparation for a free and fulfilled life in any area of specialization: business, arts,

public relations, journalism, education, social or physical sciences, medicine, or law. Humanities and

Global Studies majors gain this preparation through coursework, as well as through a significant

experiential learning activity and an independent research project. Humanities and Global Studies

majors must also complete the School of Humanities and Global Studies School Core (language

proficiency) and the College’s General Education program.

T h e Humanities and Global Interdisciplinary  Studies major Major  is leads  also compatible

with to  the  Teacher Certification program. Students interested in teaching at the elementary or

secondary level will complete an independent study in curricular and pedagogical development.

Humanities and Global Studies majors may pursue a learning track that expands upon an existing

School of Humanities and Global Studies minor or may pursue one that is more individualized. No

matter what an individual student chooses as particular track (e.g., Anthropology, Italian Studies, or

Human Rights and Genocide Studies), the degree awarded will be a  B.A. in Humanities and Global

Studies degree .

Convening Group

+ Interdisciplinary Studies (INTD) - Not Set

Effective Start Date

+ 2026-08-26 - 2021-09-01

Effective Start Term

+ Fall 2026 - Not Set

Learning Goals and Outcomes

Goal 1: Students will create a self-designed major that follows Interdisciplinary Studies Major requirements.

Outcome 1: Students will create a learning contract and explain their self-designed major including a rationale for

it.
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Goal 2: Research & Interdisciplinary 

Outcome 1: Students will identify and apply research methods to their field(s) of study

Outcome 2: Students will use interdisciplinary knowledge and skills to address a problem [or question]. 

Goal 3: Career Preparedness

Outcome 1: Students will articulate how their academic interdisciplinary studies major advances their career

development or continued education. 

Goal 4: Students will communicate effectively.

Outcome 1: Written comm: Write effectively in scholarly and creative contexts.

Outcome 2: Oral comm: Students will make effective presentations [alt. “speak”] in scholarly or creative contexts

in language appropriate for the subject and audience.

Program Description

Ramapo College students have long enjoyed the freedom of individualized “contract” majors. Humanities and

Global Studies is the contract major for the School of Humanities and Global Studies.

The Ramapo College graduates awarded baccalaureates in Humanities and Global Interdisciplinary  Studies

major will prepares students to  be thoughtful, well-educated individuals with understanding of and an

appreciation for multiple ways of seeing the world, and are skilled at using interdisciplinary approaches to meet

the challenges facing themselves, their communities, and the world.  The  Liberal

Building  Arts on Ramapo College’s tradition of interdisciplinary inquiry, this major  encourages and inspires

reflection, critical thinking, emotional maturity, and the broadening of the mind through the contemplation of new

possibilities.   This major spans encourages  the students  great to  themes make connections across a

variety  of human subject  inquiry areas.  and critical expression in the humanities, in world languages, and in

social studies.

Examples An  of learning tracks include but are not limited to:

Anthropology

Italian Interdisciplinary  Studies

Human Rights and Genocide Studies

A  graduate in Humanities and Global Studies shall:   

(1 ) employ multiple methods of critical understanding to affirm and transform the self; (2 ) build foundational

knowledge in across  the Liberal selected  Arts areas of study ;  
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( 3 2 ) gain hands-on experience applying apply  knowledge of to  the provide  Liberal Arts for providing

ways answers  to  answer  real-life, interdisciplinary problems ;  (4) using  reflect appropriate  upon tools  and

pose original analysis of problems within the Liberal Arts in class discussions, written work, exams, group

projects, portfolios, internships, or study abroad methodologies ; and 

( 5 3 ) appreciate, be  understand, prepared  and for  value a  the rich complexity and diversity variety  of

human careers  experience by studying the interrelationships of individuals to groups, cultures, heritages,

stories, epistemologies, trajectories  and/or world graduate  languages study .  These

Students  objectives majoring  will in  be Interdisciplinary  tailored Studies are encouraged  to

individual double  students.

A major  Humanities and/or minor to increase their career options  and Global opportunities.  Studies major

is a preparation for a free and fulfilled life in any area of specialization: business, arts, public relations, journalism,

education, social or physical sciences, medicine, or law. Humanities and Global Studies majors gain this

preparation through coursework, as well as through a significant experiential learning activity and an independent

research project. Humanities and Global Studies majors must also complete the School of Humanities and Global

Studies School Core (language proficiency) and the College’s General Education program.

The Humanities and Global Interdisciplinary  Studies major Major  is leads  also compatible with to

the  Teacher Certification program. Students interested in teaching at the elementary or secondary level will

complete an independent study in curricular and pedagogical development.

Humanities and Global Studies majors may pursue a learning track that expands upon an existing School of

Humanities and Global Studies minor or may pursue one that is more individualized. No matter what an individual

student chooses as particular track (e.g., Anthropology, Italian Studies, or Human Rights and Genocide Studies),

the degree awarded will be a  B.A. in Humanities and Global Studies degree .

Rationale

This program revision/update is designed to actively embrace and celebrate cross-disciplinary study. A single,

College-wide independent/flexible design major serves multiple purposes: Provides maximum flexibility within a

structure that ensures academic rigor and a commitment to interdisciplinarity; Enables Ramapo to actively

promote it as an option to prospective students; Meets the different needs of multiple student populations

simultaneously; Actively encourages students to utilize courses from throughout the Ramapo curriculum;

Positions Ramapo as a place that welcomes learners at all stages of their academic careers. This major leads to a

Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree.

Requirement Levels

Simple Requirements

+

Changes

-

Original
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Narrative Text

Narrative Text

Additional Comments

Minimum of 48 credits, including:

One research- or methodology-focused

course selected in consultation with

program advisor

One capstone course selected in

consultation with the program advisor

At least three (3) courses must be upper-

level (300/400) in consultation with the

program advisor

Seven (7) courses used for the major are

supportive work in consultation with

program advisor

Three (3) courses used for the major

must be Writing Intensive (WI) in

consultation with the program advisor

Student will create an individual

contract providing a narrative and plan

illustrating which courses are counted

towards the major in consultation with

the program advisor and approved by the

UG Dean

Narrative Text

Narrative Text

Additional Comments

In addition to the completion of the School of

Humanities and Global Studies School Core

(Language Proficiency) and General Education

program requirements, the following are

required for the Humanities and Global

Studies Major:

STATEMENT OF JUSTIFICATION :  A

Statement of Justification must be on file and

approved by the Dean and assigned faculty

advisors.  This contract must include a list of

which courses (including independent studies)

a student will count toward completing the

major.

ELEVEN COURSES:  The contract major in

Humanities and Global Studies will include at

least eleven courses in a concentrated program

of study.  At least six of these courses  (24

credits) must be from courses offered by the

School of Humanities and Global Studies and

include:

One 300-level Independent Study:  One

of the eleven courses completed by all

Humanities and Global Studies majors

must be an independent study in original

research.

One significant experiential learning

activity:  In addition to or as part of their

eleven courses, all Humanities and Global

Studies majors must complete a

significant experiential learning activity

that enriches classroom time with

concrete experience.  This may include:

service learning, internship, co-op,
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presenting a research paper at a

professional conference or in a journal, or

study abroad.  The Humanities and

Global Studies Convener must approve

the significant experiential learning

activity.

SELF-EVALUATION STATEMENT FOR

GRADUATION:  is required for all Humanities

and Global Studies majors to graduate.  It must

be submitted to the Dean and assigned faculty

advisors, along with the graduation

application.  The purpose of the Self-

Evaluation Statement is to reflect back on the

experience of completing the major.

programCode (code)

HG-BA-HUGS
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