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ARC Proposals from the Environmental Studies Convening Group

Michael R. Edelsrtein, Convener

Re: Name change of major from “Environmental Studies” to
“Environmental Studies and Sustainability.”

October 15, 2015
Abstract

With this proposal, we apply to change the name of the Environmental Studies
Program to the “Environmental Studies and Sustainability” Program.

In a separate action, we also propose a new minor in Sustainability.

Ramapo College of N} pioneered the new field of Environmental Studies in the
1970s. Subsequently, we were the locus for the development of the concept of
Social Ecology. By the 1980s, we were among the earliest developers of the
integrative concept of Sustainability. As a result, our major program in
Environmental Studies has had a significant Sustainability focus ever since.

In recent years, Sustainability finally caught on and has become a nearly
ubiquitous concept, with many colleges and universities developing new
programs with Sustainability in the title.

It is, therefore, time that we change the name of our major so as to keep up
with the laggards while claiming our leadership in this substantive and
popular area. At the same time, we are loathe to abandon the title
Environmental Studies with its strong meaning for our more than 2,000
graduates and its continuing significance for many of our majors and as an
interdisciplinary area of study. Thus, a balancing act suggests the linked title
we now propose.



