Faculty Assembly Executive Council Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2014

ASB-230

915-1100 AM

Present: Emma Rainforth, Rebecca Root, Susan Eisner, Ken McMurdy, Kim Lorber, Susan Kurzmann, Bonnie Blake, Roark Atkinson, and Jonathan Lipkin

Absent: None
Secretary: Dean Chen

1. Updates from President Rainforth’s meeting with President Mercer on 11/7
a. The President’s Cabinet is inviting the FAEC to attend at least one of its meetings per semester.  For the current Fall semester, some possible dates include 11/17 @ 230, 11/24 @ 200, 12/1 @ 200, and 12/8 @ 230.  FAEC agreed to meet on December 1, at 2, and in ASB-520. 
b. Bulletin boards: President Mercer has spoken with Dick Roberts who has agreed to put bulletin boards in the new buildings as requested by faculty/deans.  President Rainforth will follow up with Eddie, Melissa, and Rick.   
a. PR:  President Rainforth updated the FAEC on her follow-up discussions with President Mercer on the media coverage of a recent (August) presentation to peer facilitators on alcohol education and the College response to it.  
i. President Mercer responded that there has been a misunderstanding of the presentation which was meant to be alcohol education, not sexual assault prevention. Moreover, he said that it would never be the College’s position to place any types of blame on the victims of violence or sexual assaults.   

ii. FAEC discussed concern about impact on College’s image, whether PR has effective coordination, and what procedures are in place re: media access to faculty and student sources. 
iii. President Rainforth will continue these discussions with President Mercer. 

2. FA meeting today (11/12 at the Pavilion)
a. Decision-item: ARC’s report on the Earth Science and Neuroscience minors
b. Experiential Learning Task Force (reporting by Dean Steve Rice)

c. Decision-item: Emergency Preparedness 
3. FAEC discussed last week’s Task Force on Academic Excellence and Engagement (TFAEE).  

a.  The Task Force reported the preliminary data it has collected last Wednesday (11/5).   
b.  The next step is to anticipate a report from the Task Force discussing and analyzing these data.   The Task Force will have another information session, possibly after Thanksgiving.  
c. FAEC members advised that faculty members should engage and participate in these information sessions.  

4. Deans’ survey follow-up: 
a. FAEC members suggested that some of their colleagues and units may not have received the survey email sent out by President Rainforth on 10/31.  

b. President Rainforth resent the survey to FAEC reps today, for them to forward to their faculty.   
5. Roark: TFAEE- re: Last week’s motion from FAEC

a. The Task Force suggested that tight deadlines present other higher priorities and it will not be feasible for the Task Force to audit faculty’s syllabi and check for the presence of the CEC.  
b. FAEC members suggested to follow-up with the Provost through the FAEC Shared-Governance Subcommittee.   Prof. Ken McMurdy will plan to meet with the Provost and to discuss the CEC motion as a shared-governance issue. 

c. FAEC has requested from the Provost’s office the Deans’ job descriptions in order to understand what responsibilities should fall under the Deans’ purview.  

6. Continue w/prep agenda for George Ruotolo visit:
a. Request from George Ruotolo the agenda items the Board would like to discuss with FAEC, as he has requested the meeting.

b. Overview of the FA Agenda for the year (including shared governance, and curricular issues). FAEC will ask Eric Karlin to be on hand, as he is chairing the TFAEE.

c. Touch base on progress toward achieving academic goals contained in the Strategic Plan.
7. Prof. Roark Atkinson will be on sabbatical in spring 2015.  Prof. Tae Kwak will take his position at the FAEC.   Prof. Rebecca Root will take Roark’s place on the TFAEE.  
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