Ramapo College of New Jersey

Academic Review Committee (ARC)
Meeting Minutes of

September 19, 2012

9:30 A.M. - 11:30 A.M

Registrar’s Conference Room

Members present: Emma Rainforth (TAS), Chair; Marcia Sexton (LIB); Yuan Gao (ASB); Sam Mustafa (AIS); Ashwani Vasishth (SSHS); Cynthia Brennan (Registrar, ex-officio); Eric Daffron (Vice-Provost, ex-officio); Michelle Johnson (CAAFYE, ex-officio), Renata Gangemi (CA)

I. Minutes


A. Minutes of the September 12 meeting were approved.  

II. Discussion Items

A. Deadline for completion of developmental math requirements: 

a. ARC will recommend to Provost's Council that students start their Developmental Math course within the First Semester.

B. Graduate Council: Emma summarized discussions in the Graduate Council meeting of 9/13/12

a. . Discussions will be required to update Graduate Manual, including (1) graduate programs with non-traditional semesters; (2) undergraduates taking graduate courses

b. Special Education MA program to bring in a consultant at the end of October.  

c. Provost & Cabinet looking at petitioning State for a Change in Programmatic Mission (so that we can propose Master's programs without having to get special permission from the state to Exceed Programmatic Mission for each one).

d. Discussion of the future of the Sustainability Studies MA program.

C. Role of ARC, vis-a-vis Faculty Assembly.  Do all ARC decisions need to be ratified by FA vote (which would include all course requests!)?  Discussion on Approval Procedures for ARC actions.

D. Program size. All majors should be at 68 credits—to allow for Gen Ed (40 credits) and for a Minor (20 credits).  But some GE courses double-count in the Major.  So where does that course count?  Eric asks for direction from ARC on policy for counting courses within a major, in order to standardize the "size of a major".

E. General Education courses. 

a. Currently, all GE courses must include a statement in the syllabus referring to the GE category, and how the course fits in that category. Discussion in Summer 2012 regarding adding one (or more) of the GECCo Gen Ed outcomes to GE syllabi, so that (1) the GE-ness is more explicit for students and faculty; (2) to make GE assessment easier; (3) to make it easier for ARC to make decisions on course requests that involve GE. ARC affirmed the addition of GE outcomes to syllabi; this change would be effective Fall 2013. FAEC will be informed.

b. Commented that some GE categories are huge... could be a resource issue. (A future discussion for GECCo to have.)

c. Commented on the conflict between the requirement that 200-level (and higher) courses have prereqs, and the idea that GE courses are "open to anyone", without prereqs; therefore should there even be non-100-level GE courses? (A future discussion for GECCo.) 

III. Information Item

A. ARC #855 - Program Revision: Bus. Admin (Management) 

Respectfully Submitted by: Ashwani Vasishth

September 21, 2012 

