Faculty Assembly
SC 219

October 22, 2008



Approval of the minutes of September 10, 2008 Faculty Assembly: Approved

Report of the President of the Faculty Assembly: E. Saiff

President Saiff summarized discussions from the Executive Council meetings. These included importance of service contributions to unit and college in personnel decisions, issues related to the spiritual center, plans for faculty dining space, and evaluation of senior administrators. 

President’s Report: P. Mercer

President Mercer conveyed the good news that the State of New Jersey is not planning to cut the higher education budget for the next year. President Mercer informed the Faculty Assembly about the funding opportunities available through energy conservation programs. 
Provost's report: P. Chang

Patrick Chang presented the Provost’s report. He introduced Vice Provost for Curriculum and Assessment Graziella Saccon to the Faculty Assembly. Graziella Saccon introduced herself to the Faculty Assembly and briefly discussed the interdisciplinary nature of the Ramapo College, assessment and curriculum development, and curricular reviews.
Report on human subjects research: J. Teigen

Jeremy Teigen introduced the new Institutional Review Board (IRB) that will start functioning from Spring 2009. The rationale behind IRB is to ensure conformance to the federal regulation when conducting research involving human subjects. All on-campus groups that were previously involved in approving research proposals (for example, groups in SSHS and Psychology) will be replaced by IRB. The presence of an effective policy implementation for research involving human subjects can protect Ramapo funding and also enhance ability to attract funding. The IRB consists of a pool of experts and a panel will be convened for each research proposal. Jeremy Teigen further explained what comes under the purview of IRB. The projects that are currently in progress can direct their research proposals to Provost’s office for review. 
First Year Seminar Report: R. Mentore
Robert Mentore presented data regarding first year seminar outcomes. After describing the structure of the first year seminar, statistics of strength of first year seminar, student perceptions and completion of summer reading were presented.
International Education Report: J. Geller
Jeremy Geller introduced himself to the Faculty Assembly; he discussed services offered by Center for International Education, and international education priorities at Ramapo. He stressed the importance of providing international experience to more number of Ramapo students, the importance of recruiting international students, and funding for study abroad programs. Faculty interested in international research projects can receive grant preparation assistance. The Center for International Education will serve as a clearinghouse for international information on campus.
ITS Report: S. Massimo
Scotty Massimo briefed about the online courses to be offered this winter, Moodle pilot implementation, and training resources available for learning a number of software applications. 
ARC Report: L. D’Antonio
Lawrence D’Antonio clarified the email message from ARC about deactivation of courses. He informed that course proposals for courses that were offered on a pilot basis needed to be resubmitted before offering them a second time. The new deadline for including new courses is December 3; the college catalog will be able to reflect the courses offered more accurately with this new deadline. 
Report from BOT committees:

Academic Committee: Faculty Assembly unanimously agreed to the suggestion of appointing an ARC member to the BOT Academic Committee.

Human Resources: R. Abzug (No report)
Capital improvements: E. Weiner
Eric Weiner reported that the sustainability education center will be ready next semester. He shared facts relating to the decision to remove oak trees from the site of Spiritual Center for construction. Finally, he spoke about the renovations of College Park Apartments and repairing/replacing roofs of academic buildings. 
Finance Committee: A. Olbrecht (No report)

Union Report: I. Kuchta

President Kuchta presented the agenda items for the next AFT meeting. The meeting will discuss the policy on SBR/ sabbaticals with the All College Research Committee and members will vote on proposals.
Implementation of Personnel Procedures report: A. Stellenwerf

Anita Stellenwerf presented the proposed content of personnel packages from the preliminary report by the Committee on the Implementation of Personnel Procedures (IPP). Faculty members are requested to provide feedback on the proposed guidelines to the IPP Committee representatives from their units. The list of representatives and the concerned IPP guidelines will be emailed to all faculty members. 

Announcements:
1) Panel Discussion by ASB Faculty and experts from financial industry on Economic Crisis from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m on October 29 in Trustees’ Pavilion.
2) Jim Morley requested faculty to participate in the India Semester Abroad Program which is an international program developed in-house by Ramapo College.
Old Business: none
New Business: none

