Faculty Assembly Minutes
Date: October 30, 2013
Place: Trustee Pavilion
Time: 1130 am-100 pm
Secretary: Dean Chen

1. Approval of FA minutes in Spring 2013
a. All approved
2. FA President Weiss’ report: 

FAEC is working on these issues:

a. Shared governance

b. Budget and finance

c. Campus climate

d. College website

e. FA elections coming up

i. Those that are interested in running should contact FA secretary Dean Chen

3. President Mercer’s report

a. Affordable colleges: out of 875, Ramapo ranks 50th on best returns from investment

b. Middle States call for greater information sharing and consultation (shared governance).  More information coming up in early 2014. 

c. Open forum will be held on 10/30 about campus climate. The president suggests that the Campus Public Security is not interested in creating a restrictive environment.  But, students must take greater responsibility to make sure that parties will not be getting out of control.  The president also applauds the efforts of the SGA to improve relations between students and the public safety.  
d. Budget and finances: Some adjustments are necessary in order to address the current structural budget deficits.  The Faculty Budget Committee will present their findings to the faculty.  

4. Institute of Contemplative Studies and Mindful Living
a. This new institute will be established at Ramapo College. It will be strongly interdisciplinary and without affiliation to any one particular School.
b. A new Faculty Mindfulness Fellowship was also announced. It is open to all faculty who are interested in learning how to concretely apply a contemplative approach to classroom learning. One need not already have a meditation practice to apply - only motivation to learn.
5. ARC motions (Emma):
a. ARC puts forward two motions: (1) program name change; and (2) a new Food Studies minor

b. Motion # 1 Program revision: change the name for the Arts and Technology concentration (Visual Arts major) to “Electronic Art and Animation” The ARC has reviewed and approved the proposal for the name change. 

c. The FA votes on Motion # 1: 97% yes; 1% no; 1% abstain (Approved)
d. Motion # 2: A new interdisciplinary minor in Food Studies.  The ARC has reviewed and approve the proposal for this new minor

e. The FA votes on Motion # 2: 91% yes;  7% no; 1% abstain (Approved)
6. Introducing Registrar Michele Dunn
7. Faculty credits hour generation and the Delaware Study

a. Faculty members are asked to generate credits hours at the 50th percentile from the Delaware Study. 
b. Provost Beth: 

1) Delaware study is about faculty productivity.  There is no one measure that fits all.  

2) Faculty members suggest that credits hours cannot accurately reflect efforts and times devoted by faculty.  
3) Faculty members also suggest that services should be also factored into credits hour generation, as the Delaware Study focuses only on teaching.  
8. GECCo and Gen Ed Planning Task Force II report
a. Ashwani’s report: Assessing written communication and quantitative reasoning in the fall. Next spring, GECCo will assess critical inquiry and interdisciplinary analysis. 

b. GECCo also assesses the issue of awareness (become more aware of their own individual values and ideals, and to think and reflect on the moral and public values like diversity, ethics)
c. Ed Shannon’s report: analyze the data from the survey and will report back to the faculty members.

9. A motion on having a student representative (from the SGA), as non-voting member, to the Faculty Assembly. 

a. Motion: 70% yes;  22% no; and 7% abstain (Approved)

10. A motion was voted to extend the FA meeting on Deans’ reappointment (closed door session)
