Approved 10-08-06

Faculty Assembly

September 5, 2006

Trustees Pavilion

Faculty present who signed in: ASB: R. Abzug, A. Avallone, Jr., T. Burns, L. Chakrin, C. Crawford, N. Dahan, S. Eisner, W. Frech, Y. Gao, M. Govindaluri, J. Hecht, J. Huato, T. Hutchins, G. Kettlitz, S. Klein, A. LaManna, H. Li. A. Olbrecht, E. Petkus, R. Rigoli, M. Sabrin, E. Steinberg, A. Stellenwerf, K. Yeaton, K. Zeno; AIS: P. Ard, L. Cassidy, E. Castellanos, P. Elovitz, N. Fabre, M. Giacoppe, S. Hangen, R. Hayashida, T. Heed,  J. Hoch, Y. Kisor, I. Lopez, K. Manko, J. Mazza, S. Mustafa, M. Pelaez, C. Peterson, S. Rice B. Roy, S. Rubin, P. Scheckner, E. Shannon, I. Spar, P. Straile-Costa, J. Teigen; CA: M. Bautis, B. Bedard, B. Blake, M. Brandon, R. Budin, R. Clark, K. Dolak, K. Fikentscher, D. Freund, R. Gangemi, S. Gorewitz, M. Guevara, J. Hollenbach, B. Hughes, S. Jablonsky, R. Johnson, P. Keeton, J. Lipkin, L. Lutter, I. Nakhova, E. Negron, S. Perry, A. Perry, R. Sen, B. Shamash, M. Swarts, T. Vandergaw, J. Wholley; SSHS: E. Augis, L. Beaty, R. Becklen, C. Bowman, J. Braun, J. Cataliotti, D. Crawley, H. Davis, M. Ecker, M. Edelstein, H. Frundt, V. Gonsalves-Dommond, D. Greene, M. Harth, P. Heinze, H. Horowitz, M. Howenstein, E. Kaiden, C. Kassem, E.  Katic, R. Langheim, D. Lewis-Coleman, K. Lorber, V. Massimo, P. McLaughlin, P. McLewin, J. Morley, F. Murphy, K. O'Regan, L. Perez-Strumolo, M. Poran, Y. Prieto, S. Rosenberg, L. Ross, S. Scher, T. Schroyer, F. Shapiro-Skrobe, T. Sineshaw, M. Starke, A. Urbiel, M. Vides, J. Walsh, J. Weiss; TAS:  P. Anderson, E. Bacon, M. Berger, F. Farrell, A. Felix, S. Frees, C. Frishberg, M. Goldberg-Rugalev, E. Karlin, R. Lowell, M. McConnell, W Mitchell, W. Olsen, K. Potocka, E. Rainforth, R Rosty, E. Saiff, R. Shine, A. Stuart, B. Weng, E. Wiener; LIB: J. Jeney, L. Keller, S. Knight, I. Kuchta, S Kurzmann,  M. Sexton, E. Siecke; CAS:  R. Geller, A. Romano; MEC:  A. Primack

Meeting called to order: 9:17am

Welcome to the fall semester 2006: E. Karlin


New Faculty Assembly President, Eric Karlin, and new Faculty Assembly Executive Council members introduced: Erin Augis, Sue Scher, Jason Hecht, Steve Rice, Amruth Kumar, Irene Kuchta, Susan Eisner, Anita Stellenwerf, Maria Vail, and Marcia Sexton.  Campus updates-CEP in place, new email system up and working, Banner implemented with a new version on the horizon, Laurel Hall mostly completed, new academic building on track for completion by fall 2007, loop road completed, parking lot paving nearly complete, and the budget passed.  College funding for food at events and/or meetings very limited due to budget shortfalls i.e. no lunch provided for faculty in-services or beverages and snacks at regular Faculty Assembly meetings.  Disciplinary and Interdisciplinary groups will meet this afternoon following Unit Council.

Minutes for the May 23, 2006, Faculty Assembly was not available for review and will be approved at a subsequent meeting.

President Mercer’s Report: P. Mercer


President Mercer added his welcome to the faculty and paid brief tribute to Kay Fowler as outgoing Faculty Assembly President.  The incoming freshman class numbers 821 and represents 19 of the 21 counties in the state of New Jersey, 5 states outside of New Jersey, and several foreign countries.  To cover the budget shortfall, tuition increased 8 percent and $3.1 million dollars was cut from what was to be the Strategic Priorities Incentive Fund (SPIF).  Problems with the budget will likely increase in future years based on state projections.  Vicki Bruni, Vice President for Administration & Finance, has retired and will not be replaced this year.  Affirmative Action and the Controllers Office will report directly to the President while Dorothy Echols-Tobe, Chief Planning Officer, will oversee other administration and finance areas.  The main topic of President Mercer’s remarks dealt with the impact of the budget and where planning responsibilities lie.  Academic decisions have gone to a higher level than needed and will be adjusted.  He suggested the creation of a constituent assembly to serve in a consultative capacity with clearinghouse duties with the goal of providing a forum for academic issues.  Due to the current budget issues he also mentioned the creation of a strategic plan task force to revisit the current plan and that each division develop a rolling 3 year strategic plan.  Of special mention was an idea put forth by Dean Henry Davis and Professor Warner Wada to look into a possible satellite program or learning lab in communities such as Paterson.  

Provost’s Report: B. Barnett


Provost Barnett gave no formal report but mentioned several updates including the Diversity Action Committee (DAC) town meetings scheduled for Wednesday, September 6, 2006, from 3:00pm-5:00pm and 6:00pm-8:00pm in the Pavilion.  Dr. Barnett also mentioned that drafts of a handbook and affirmation of its mission and student learning goals for the international education program will soon be available for review.  She has also suggested that task forces be formed to look at the other two pillars of the mission, experiential learning and inter-disciplinarily, with an eye towards intentional planning and student learning.  Training on using classroom technology is available.  At this point the biggest hiccup with the new curriculum is classroom space.  Please be aware the deans have been asked to review the schedule and utilize space more efficiently.  

Q & A with President Mercer

1. Faculty lines-five new positions have been added but by way of attrition and non-replacements.  Priority hires and functional analysis will determine future lines.


2. Constituent assembly-experimental body that represents all groups on campus.  It will be a clearinghouse for issues but not necessarily a decision making body.


3. Satellite project-still in discussion stage and suggested by Dean Henry Davis and Professor Warner Wada.  Discussion with community leaders will be needed before anything is put in place.  

Introduction of New Faculty (by School Dean)

New tenure-track faculty and temporary hires were introduced by the deans of each school.

New Email System: D. Singer


Donna Singer reminded faculty that a new system had been implemented in August and that Quick Start Guides were available.  Kudos to Mike Skafides for “camping out” just to make sure the migration went well.  The old webmail system will disappear after October 15, 2006, but all folders and address books should have migrated.  The Academic Helpdesk is available if there are any problems.

Technology and Education Center (TEC) Update: S. Massimo


The May Technology Institute was well attended and the TEC continues to support WebCT for all interested faculty members.  Trish Williams has joined the TEC and will provide support for email and Luminis.  Scotty is surveying the faculty for interest in participating in Teching Together groups similar to the Faculty Resource Center teaching circles.  Please fill out the survey or let Scotty know if you are interested in participating or being a mentor.  

ARC Report: J. Lipkin


Jonathan Lipkin is the new chair of the Academic Review Committee and introduced the members of the committee: Val Flenga, AIS, George Gonpu, ASB, Donna Crawley, SSHS, Larry D’Antonio, TAS, Susan Kurzmann, Library, and Martha Ecker, ex-officio.  Guidelines for submitting course requests are now posted on the ARC website.  
Reports from Faculty Representatives to BOT Committees

1. Academic and Student Affairs: Sharon Rubin had nothing to report.


2. Capital Improvements: Eric Weiner mentioned reviewing ongoing projects.


3. Finance: Murray Sabrin reiterated concerns over the budget.


4. Institutional Advancement: Ellen Kaiden had nothing to report.

Union Report: E. Saiff


Eddie Saiff reported that the Union will be hosting a welcome luncheon for new faculty and that this year negotiations will start for the new contract year beginning July 2007.

Sustainability Buildings and Grounds Committee: M. Edelstein


Mike Edelstein reported on several projects, programs, and future projects the SBGC is involved with including campus recycling, the Campus Arboretum, the Sustainability Education Center, solar power initiatives, green buildings, the meditation/spirituality center, and an upcoming Energy Expo and Sustainability Day.  Committee membership is open to all who are interested in ecological literacy.  
Presentation by Greater Expectations Team

Steve Perry and the Greater Expectations Team presented a question and answer session with three student members regarding how students view Gen Ed.
Quick Announcements

Diversity Action Committee (DAC) town meetings scheduled for Wednesday, September 6, 2006, from 3:00-5:00pm and 6:00-8:00pm in the Pavilion.


Communication Arts Cinematheque schedule available.


Unit Council and Convening Group meetings will be in their regular locations.
Presentation of Henry Bischoff Award

Donna Crawley presented the Henry Bischoff Award for Excellence in Teaching to Professor Phil McLewin.  Professor McLewin presented a brief session on how he redesigned one of his courses to better involve students in their own learning.  

Meeting adjourned at 12:15pm

Respectfully submitted by M. Sexton, September 6, 2006

