ARC report – Faculty Assembly 10/30/13

I. ARC membership
The following are the members of ARC for 2013-14:
Emma Rainforth 		TAS (Chair)
Thierry Rakotobe-Joel 		ASB
Ruma Sen 			CA  (Meredith Davis for Fall)
Marcia Sexton 			LIB
Sam Mustafa 			SSAIS
Joseph Cataliotti 		SSHS 
Michele Dunn 			Registrar, ex-officio
Eric Daffron 			Vice-Provost, ex-officio
Michelle Johnson 		CAAFYE, ex-officio
Thierry, Ruma and Joe are beginning their 2-year terms; TAS, LIB, and SSAIS will elect new reps for 2014-15 in the Spring semester.

II. Summary of Current Activities

1. Course requests. To date, 80 requests have been received (since last May); and we are awaiting another 30 or so requests from CA. It will take us until the end of semester to review all of these courses. Thirty -four have been completed.
· Prioritized as follows: Program requests, New Courses, Course Revisions.
2. General Education courses. On 9/25/13, after consultation with the GECCo and GE TF2 chairs, ARC voted to approve the following: “To put in place a moratorium on submission of requests for courses to fulfill the current General Education program, effective for the 2015-2016 catalog.” 
· Because we do not yet know the nature of GE revisions, at this point in time it does not seem sensible to approve courses (next year) for Fall 2015, when those courses may only be in GE for one year. 


III. Announcements / Reminders

Effective Fall 2013, syllabi for General Education courses should, in addition to having the “General Education statement/description” in the syllabus (see ARC Syllabus Template/Checklist), include one or more applicable student learning outcomes (see ARC website) for that particular General Education category. Please update your syllabi! 


IV.  Information Item: Degree Completion Program, Contemporary Arts Contract Major
ARC #1046
The Contemporary Arts contract major is designating a set of courses to be used for Degree Completion students. The courses will be offered in 7-week terms (two 7-week terms per Fall/Spring semester; each class meets 6 hrs a week or equivalent if it’s hybrid or fully online). This arrangement is parallel to the Degree Completion program in the Social Science contract major. 


V. Motion: Approval of Name Change: Art and Technology concentration (Visual Arts) to be renamed “Electronic Art and Animation”
ARC #1035.

The outline of the proposal is presented here. The complete package is a separate pdf on the ARC page. 

The requirements of the concentration are being broadened to include additional animation and electronic art options, and a capstone in “3D computing” is installed. For the last 2 years, the revised curriculum has been offered through the Contract Major with great success. The Visual Arts faculty are ready to roll out the curriculum revision formally, which includes a change in the concentration name.  


VI. Motion: Approval of New Minor: Food Studies
ARC #1045.

The outline of the proposal is presented here. The complete package is a separate pdf on the ARC page. 

The minor in Food Studies will situate the study of the production, distribution and consumption of food in the context of social, biological and cultural analyses.  It will provide students with a foundation to prepare them for graduate studies and/or a career in the industry.  Students will have an intensive experience which will allow them to use their theoretical knowledge in practice and to provide them with opportunities for meaningful research. This is an interdisciplinary minor, drawing from existing courses in SSAIS, SSHS and TAS.




Respectfully submitted by Emma Rainforth (TAS), ARC Chair.
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