
TO:  
      Lewis Chakrin, Dean of ASB

FROM:       Constance J. Crawford, Convener,  Accounting 
DATE:        October 3, 2007
SUBJECT:  Proposal for a Minor Degree Program in Accounting
This proposal narrative briefly describes a proposed “Minor Degree Program in Accounting,” its goals, and how the program satisfies the following criteria: 

· It is consistent and appropriate with the mission of the College and the School.
· An analysis of the resources needed to make the program viable has concluded that the program is feasible in terms of resources and impact on other existing programs.

It is submitted to you for your comment and support.

Minor Degree Program in Accounting – Program Description

A minor degree program in Accounting would consist of four (4) upper level accounting courses plus  ACCT 221 Principles of Financial Accounting and ACCT 222 Principles of Managerial Accounting, both required courses for all ASB students.  The courses are the following:

	
	
	
	
	ACCOUNTING MINOR

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Prerequisite Courses
	

	
	
	ACCT
	221
	PRINCIPLES OF FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING
	

	
	
	ACCT
	222
	PRINCIPLES OF MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING
	

	
	
	
	
	Required Courses :
	

	
	
	ACCT
	321
	INTERMEDIATE ACCOUNTING I
	

	
	
	ACCT
	322
	INTERMEDIATE ACCOUNTING II
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	ACCT
	331
	Choose 2 courses from the following:
FEDERAL TAX I
	



            ACCT    332      FEDERAL TAX II

            ACCT    411      COST ACCOUNTING

                          ACCT    421      AUDITING

                          ACCT    423      ADVANCED FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING

                          ACCT    490      ADVANCED TOPICS IN ACCOUNTING

The proposed minor degree program in accounting would be an option for all Ramapo College students. A survey of other minor degree programs at Ramapo and Accounting minor degree programs at other institutions  suggests that a six-course model (24 credits) for a minor is a common one. 

Minor in Accounting – Goals

The primary goal of the minor degree program accounting is to provide all Ramapo College students with an option to develop a competency in the field of accounting which will complement their major program of study. Students with a minor in accounting will be better prepared to work in their major fields since accounting is an integral component of all the business functional areas. .     

It is consistent and appropriate with the mission of the College and the School

The mission of Ramapo College, the School of Business, and the Bachelor of Science in Accounting program are in accord. The following shows how the program's mission is a consistent extension of each:

The College's mission prescribes a foundation in the liberal arts and sciences, a professionally effective education that balances theory and practice, and the development of ethical sensitivities for responsible behavior.

The mission of the School of Business, in calling for the strategic integration of the business disciplines and the liberal arts, affirms the College's directive for a foundation in the liberal arts and sciences. 

The program's mission of preparing graduates for positions as accounting professionals is a further realization of the College's and the School's career-focused objective.  The program's explicit concern with responsible professional conduct embraces and extends the College's and the School's concern for ethical sensitivities and social responsibility.

An analysis of the resources needed to make the program viable has concluded that the program is feasible in terms of resources and impact on other existing programs.

All of the accounting courses in the proposed accounting minor are approved Ramapo College courses and listed in the College Catalog. A student who minors in accounting will choose: two (2) courses from a list of six (6) Accounting courses (required of all accounting majors), as well as Principles of Financial Accounting and Principles of Managerial Accounting which are required for all business majors, and Intermediate Accounting I and Intermediate Accounting II. All of the required accounting courses are offered each semester and are taught by full-time accounting faculty. 

Our analysis suggests that there is sufficient capacity to increase our student enrollments in the accounting courses without negatively impacting the Anisfield School of Business.
The Accounting faculty welcomes the opportunity to meet with you and discuss this matter.  Thank you.

NOTE: A school core is NOT required for completion of the minor. Minors are open to students regardless of school affiliation.
Respectfully submitted,

Constance Crawford, Convener

Ray Rigoli
Anita Stellenwerf
Mary Ellen Harvey
Kathy Yeaton
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