
The ARC’s Report to the Faculty Assembly – 9/22/2010
1.  ARC Manual

The 2008-2010 the ARC continued to work over the summer to put the finishing touches on the updates to the ARC manual. These updates reflect the current (2010-2011) Catalog descriptions for General Education and First Year Seminar; minor revisions to the Course and Program Proposal forms (including formatting, deadlines, and details for the Course Catalog); clarification of the types of changes that are submitted to the ARC as decision and information items or submitted to the Dean only; and revisions to the syllabus template (in accordance with Middle States recommendations). 

Two additions were made, which we present as items for approval (see next page): 

(1) the addition of Course Level Guidelines for graduate-level courses (500-, 600- and 700-level). These guidelines were reviewed by the Graduate Council. 

(2) The addition of Course Enrollment Guidelines for graduate level courses and for online courses. These guidelines recommend maximum capacities for different types or levels of courses. The recommendations for graduate and online courses are consistent with the capacities currently utilized in these courses. 

The new (2010) ARC Manual, as well as the syllabus template and course proposal form, are posted on the ARC webpage on the Faculty Assembly website (http://ww2.ramapo.edu/facultystaff/fa/arc/manuals.aspx)
2.  Writing Across the Curriculum

In September 2010 the ARC met with Professor James Hoch, Director of Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) and Acting Director of the Center for Academic Success. Professor Hoch recommends the reconstitution of a faculty WAC committee, to serve as advisors to the WAC director and the ARC. Because WAC is a curricular program, this body will be a subcommittee of the ARC, making recommendations to both the WAC Director and the ARC. It is anticipated that the tasks of this body would be completed within 2 years, at which point the structure would be re-evaluated by the ARC. 

This body (consisting of representatives from each school and the library, and the WAC director) would essentially reconstitute and revise the WAC curriculum and make recommendations on procedures, curriculum and co-curriculum; work at the all-college, school and program levels to design WAC experiences; collect and analyze data on WAC at Ramapo and comparable programs at other institutions; and work with ARC on any writing-related issues. For AY 2010-11, the ARC invites the WAC director to serve on the ARC in an ex-officio capacity.

Respectfully submitted by Emma Rainforth, ARC Chair, 9/15/2010. 

ARC Motions for the 9/22/2010 Faculty Assembly meeting

Motion 1:

Approve and adopt the Course Level Guidelines for graduate level courses as drafted in the 2010 Academic and Curricular Guidelines Manual (page 10), as follows:

500 Level:  

Courses which bridge undergraduate and graduate programs, intended for students who may not have a background in the graduate program’s content area. Courses are designed to develop methodological skills and content knowledge, to prepare students for a given graduate program. Requires a major paper, project, or other instrument which demonstrates readiness to complete 600 level courses in the program.  

600 Level:  

This course level is used for the majority of graduate courses, leading up to the capstone experience in the program. Requires a major paper, project, or other instrument which demonstrates graduate level work and represents a significant percentage of the final grade.  

700 Level: 
This course level is used only for graduate level thesis, practicum and project courses. These courses are the capstone experiences for the graduate programs. Courses ordinarily have 600- level prerequisites. Students must be matriculated in the program in which the course is offered. 
Motion 2:

Approve and adopt the Course Enrollment Guidelines (which recommend maximum course capacity) for online and graduate courses as drafted in the 2010 Academic and Curricular Guidelines Manual (page 11), as follows:

• Online courses  

25 students 

• Graduate courses 
25 students 


