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Poet Laureate to visit Ramapo College of New Jersey on Oct. 29

Former U.S. Poet Laureate
Robert Pinsky will be appearing at
Ramapo College of New Jersey on
Oct. 29, first to hold an open dis-
cussion regarding his work and
life, then to read excerpts from his
works, including poems from his
latest poetry collection, “Guilf
Music.”

The event is sponsored by the
School of American and Interna-
tional Studies Colloquium series,
the Readings of Ramapo Visiting
Writers Series and the Office of
the President. A question and
answer session and open discus-
sion about the poet’s life and
work will begin at 4 p.m. in the

Trustees Pavilion, and the live
reading will begin at 7 p.m. The
event is free and open to the pub-
lic.

As Poet Laureate, Pinsky
focused on making poetry acces-
sible and meaningful to all in our
diverse nation. He is the founder
of the Favorite Poem Project, in
which thousands of Americans of
varying backgrounds, ethnicities,
ages and interests, shared their
favorite poems. Pinsky used this
program to show how poetry has
a vigorous presence in the mod-
ern American cultural landscape,
breaking the stereotype of poetry’s
place in the romantic past. Pinsky

believes that poetry addresses cul-
tural needs by communicating a
shared set of social meanings
while simultaneously being inti-
mate accounts of personal feel-
ings, a paradox that has become
part of his effort to demonstrate
the complexity of American poet-

Iy.

In addition to being the first
Poet Laureate to hold three terms,
Pinsky has written a number of
poetry collections, including “The
Figured Wheel: New and Collect-
ed Poems 1966-1996,” which
received the Lenore Marshall
Award and the Ambassador Book
Award.
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